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The  year  that  closes  will)  this  Auj^ust,  which  incjucics 
two  thirds  of  the  first  caleiular  year  of  the  twentieth 
centurN'  of  our  reckonings  has  had  many  events  similar 
(o  (hose  in  the  yc^ar  before  it.  There  ha\'e  been  Mnar- 
riaj^cs  and  births  and  deaths;  there  have  been  pleasant 
(la\'s  and  stormy  days;  ther(;  have  been  success("s  and 
disapj)ointments;  there  ha\'e  been  joys  and  sorrows.  Be- 
ini^  ,1  part,  althoui^h  a  small  part,  of  the  great  civilized 
world,  what  affects  that  great  world,  to  some  extent, 
affects  us.  Yet  we  have  not  much  to  do  with  the  affairs 
of  our  island  possessions,  nr  with  Wall  street  panics  in 
New  ^'ork.  We  have  cause  to  be  grateful  that  so  many 
of  us  yet  live,  and  that  so  few  of  the  greater  calamities  and 
discords  of  the  world  have  touched  us.  We  commence 
the  second  quarter  of  a  century  of  our  existence  as  an 
organization  under  the  protection  of  that  kind  Prox'idence 
that  has  so  long  watched  o\'er  us.  Every  5^ear  protection 
and  many  other  blessings  call  to  us  for  fervent  thanks 
to  God. 

Of  special  events,  in  the  history  which  we  are  all  mak- 
ing, there  are  not  many  to  be  to-da}^  reviewed. 

I.  The  mercury  passed  below  zero  a  few  times  in  the 
winter,  and  there  was  more  than  the  usual  amount  of 
sleighing.  The  ice  harvest  commenced  the  last  of  Janu- 
ary. March  17th  robins  appearcnl.  The  spring  was  con- 
sidered backward,  yet  wild  flowers  were  tjuite  abundant 
0  the  last  of  April,  and  some  fruit  trees  were  in  bloom.     In 
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M.i\'  Ihr  fruit  trees  were  loaded  with  blossoms,  peach, 
apple,  and  pear  trees  promisin^^  a  lar^e  yield.  IMay  13th 
a  Ifnst.  jniie  S(h  a  (n-e  needed  for  comfort.  May  23d  a 
hail  storm  passed  across  the  count)'  and  throu^di  Merrill- 
villc.  A  hot  da\'.  IMay  24th  overcoats  comfort{ible;  25th 
and  2('>lh  mercury  down  to  4(S  ch^^rees.  In  June  some 
very  hot  days.  24th  98  det^rees;  25th  at  noon  99  degrees, 
^;^o  to  .j,  a  ft:arful  hail  storm,  one  of  the  worst,  if  not  the 
most  severe  e\'er  visiting  Crown  Point.  One  \ery  se\  ere 
hail  storm  at  Cedar  Lake  early  in  the  season  in  1845,  "^^'^^ 
vc:ry  destructive  to  window  glass.  But  it  is  quite  sure  that 
ont;  so  destructixe  to  vegetation  and  to  all  north  wintlows 
was  nex'cr  before  known  in  Crown  Point.  No  accurate 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  glass  broken  can  be  made,  but 
the  number  of  panes  broken,  large  and  small,  would  count 
into  the  thousands.  The  cost  for  repairing  the  glass  was 
many  hundreds  of  dollars.  The  area  covered  by  the  hail 
cloud,  which  also  furnished  a  hea\'y  rain  fall,  was  not 
large,  extending  not  far  out  of  the  town  limits,  but  across 
the  county,  southward,  there  was  a  heavy  wind  storm, 
injuring  some  barns.  Besides  windows,  roofs  were  in- 
jured by  the  hail  and  many  new  roofs  were  found  to  be 
needed,  <u  that  for  many  da^'s  the  demand 'was  large  for 
glass  and  shingles.  The  hail  stones,  as  observed  on  North 
Street,  were  not  globular,  but  shaped  like  a  watch,  and 
some  were  an  inch  and  a  half  to  two  inches  across  the 
face.  All,  howe\'er,  were  not  the  same  in  shape.  In 
sheltered  positions  many  remained  until  the  next  morn- 
ing. After  the  storm  hot  weather  still  continued.  June 
30th  96  degrees  was  reached.  July  commenced  with  heat 
and  this  continued,  for  the  most  part,  through  the  month. 


( )n  W'cdiH'sday,  (he  loth,  (he  mercury  on  Noiih  S(reet, 
in  a  n«>i(h  shade  reached  lOO  dei^rees,  a  strong;  hreeze 
blowini;  (hroii<.;h  tlie  day;  and  on  Sunday,  the  2l.s(,  the 
liotlest  day  of  (Ih;  season,  in  the  coolest  north  shade  to 
he  found  the  mercury  on  two  thcn-mometers  reached  104 
(le[^re(!S.  At  5:45  r.  M.  still  97  deorees,  or  nearly  blood 
heat. 

l.ea\'in^-  this  record  of, a  very  hot  and  dry  summer  for 
Lake  county,  the  following  are  the  oth(M*  records: 

2.  In  the  early  'spring  there  was  little  prospect  in  the 
central  part  of  the  county  for  new  buildings,  but  as  the 
season  aciwinced  houses  were  found  to  be  needed,  and  a 
larj^c  one  was  built  in  May  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Hack,  a  dairy- 
man, and  Grange  member;  dimensions.  36  by  80  feet  and 
24  feet  high.     Others  have  been  erected  in  various  places. 

3.  Belonging  to  the  improvement  of  last  year  and 
this  is  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  M.  J.  Brown  on  the  He- 
bron and  Lowell  road  in  I^^agle  Creek  township.  In  all 
i(s  e(juipments  for  comfort  and  convenience,  with  the  ex- 
cej){ion  of  electric  lights,  it  is  quite  certainly  the  equal  of 
any  of  oin*  town  and  city  homes,  and  no  one  going  o\'er 
it  from  cellar  to  attic  will  question  the  statement  that  it 
is  first  among  the  farm  houses  of  the  county. 

4.  An  effort  was  made  in  the  winter  and  a  ^bill  was 
bcf(M'e  our  General  Assembly  to  secure  some  state  aid  for 
a  canal  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Calumet,  (hrou'gh 
East  Chicago.  A  favorable  rejDort  was  made,  but  the  bill 
failtid  to  pass.  Our  representative  from  Briuiswick,  Mr. 
J.  N.  Beckman,  voted  for  it,  but  the  representive  from 
Whiting  worked  and  voted  against  it.     The  same  division 


of  votes  took  place  on  a  temperance  measure,  the  repre- 
senlali\e  Uow  15runs\vick  votinj^  for  it;  the  one  irojii 
Whilin^^  aj^ainst  it.    . 

5.  The  railroad  built  in  Jasi)er  county  by  the  enterprise 
of  Mr.  J^.  J.  Giffortl,  seems  certain  to  be  exteiuled  in  some 
direction  across  Lake  county,  entering  the  county  near 
the  southeastern  corner,  it  will  proceed  in  a  westerly  di- 
rection, but  across  what  lands  it  will  pass  \h  at  present 
uncertain. 

The  postoffice  in  Crown  Point  was  removed  to  the 
building  next  south  of  the  Schlemmer  store  in  May,  1901 
through  the  influence  of  the  W.  C.   T.  U.  of  Crown  Point. 

6.  P'or  a  time  this  spring  the  prospect  was  quite  bright 
for  a  sugar-beet  factor}^  to  be  built  at  Shelby.  Many 
acres  were  planted  with  beet  seed,  and  the  beets  are  said 
to  be  growing  well,  but  for  some  reason,  not  made  public, 
no  building  was  erected.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the 
capitalists  concerned  in  the  enterprise  felt  too  uncertain 
in  regard  to  the  effect  the  revenue  laws  would  have  on 
importations  from  the  Philippine  Islands,  to  venture  lay- 
ing out  capital. _  Evidently  they  did  not  see  a  promising, 
paying  investment. 

7.  I  attended,  June  20,  1901,  as  the  Historical  Secre- 
tary of  our  Association,  the  thirty-second  annual  meeting 
of  the  Old  Settlers*  Association  of  La  Porte  county.  Six 
years  older  than  our  organization,  in  an  older  settled 
county,  and  organized  and  carried  on  by  a  larger  and  more 
wealthy  community  of  citizens,  I  found  it  in  some  re- 
spects more  advanced,  perhaps,  than  ours;  but  in  the  ex- 
ercises of   the   day,  for  promoting   the   objects  for  which 
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we  meet,  we  seem  to  be  well  up  in  sl>'le  and  cultivation 
with  the  citizens  of  La  Porte  county.  Tiieir  or<4anizati()n 
is  much  like  ours,  but  their  meetings  are  not  open  to  the 
general  public  as  are  ours.  Restricted  at  first  ri^ddly  to 
f)ioneers  or  early  settlers  and  their  families,  thc)^  at  length 
admitted  editors  and  Gospel  ministers;  and  they  now  ad- 
mit some  visitors.  I  met  the  President,  was  xery  kindly 
received  by  him,  and  had  a  good  seat  on  the  platform. 
Greetings  and  conversation  only  were  the  exercises  be- 
fore dinner.  In  the  afternoon  singing,  some  addresses, 
and  some  papers.  These  quite  interesting.  The  restrict- 
ive feature  of  the  meeting  w^as  not  to  a  visitor  so  pleasant 
as  our  freedom.     There  was  a  large  attendance. 

8.  On  Wednesday,  July  31,  1901.  I  visited  the  location 
in  the  north  part  of  East  Chicago,  w^here  work  had  com- 
menced for  a  large,  independent  steel  factor3^  I  found 
the  superintendent  of  the  foundation  work,  Mr.  Dickson, 
a  young  man  from  Franklin  county,  a  native  of  Indiana, 
and  learned  that  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  were 
then  at  work  preparing  the  ground  for  the  great  structures 
that  are  to  be  erected.  Work  commenced  the  middle  of 
June.  There  was  in  July  quite  a  large  building  already 
up,  a  three  story  boarding-house,  and  near  the  shore  of 
Lake  Michigan  there  was  soon  to  be,  according  to  infor- 
mation given  by  Mr.  McGrath  from  Muncie  rolling  mills, 
a  hotel  erected  to  cost  thirt}'.  perhaps  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars. He  said  that  the  works,  designed  to  be  soon  placed 
at  that  location,  would  employ  from  one  thousand  to  fif- 
teen hundred  men. 

The  men  starting  this  enterprise,  it  is  claimed  ha\e  at 
their  command  one  mjllion  of  dollars.    There  seems  to  be 
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iio  H'.iN(>ihil)lr  doubt  of  the  coniplclion  of  this  proposed 
work.  Men  would  hardly  he  layin<^-  out  a  thousand  dol- 
hns  an<i  more;  each  week  without  desioniiio-  to  ^et  some 
returns.  And  if  this  enterprise  continues  to  be  inde))en- 
denl,  and  is  not  swallowed  up  by  that  ^i^^antic  steel  trust 
eonipan\'  at  the  head  of  which  is  J.  P.  Morgan  with  other 
hea\'\'  capitalists,  it  will  certainly  be  for  some  hundreds  of 
workmen  and  for  East  Chicago  a  grand  enterprise. 

It  is  understood  that  connected  with  this,  as  promising 
to  be  independent  of  that  Trust  Company,  with  which  the 
Amalgamated  Association  of  Steel  Workers  have  lately 
been  in  conference,  is  Mr.  R.  J.  Beaty,  formerly  in  the 
Trust  Mills  at  Muncie,  and  very  popular  with  the  Union 
men.  The  name,  'Tndiana  Harbor,"  has  been  given  to 
this  locality  which  borders  on  Lake  Michigan  and  is  in 
the  bounds  of  East  Chicago,  comprising  the  northeastern 
part  of  that  growling  young  city.  It  is  distant  on  the  lake 
shore  line,  trom  the  town  of  Whiting  proper,  about  three 
miles.  East  Chicago  seems  now  to  have  within  its  limits 
sections  22,  2y,  and  a  part  of  34,  extending  eastward  to 
the  townshij)  line.  This  steel  enterprise  succeeding,  the 
canal  and  harbor  for  East  Chicago  are  likely  to  follow. 

9,  In  all  r>ur  large  towns  improvements  and  building- 
have  been  going  forward,  among  these  improvements  has 
been  at  Crown  Point  the  erection  by  E.  E.  Schroeder  of 
a  grain  elexator,  capacity,  25,000  bushels,  height  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  and  drawings  by  the  architect  84  feet  to 
the  top  of  the  roof.  It  will  be  one  of  the  four  high  points 
of  buildings  yet  reached  in  Crown  Point. 

10.  We  cannot  expect  a  year  to  pass  without  our  los- 


in^  ))>'  the  ''scythes  of  time,"  or  some  unexpected  death, 
some  of  our  number. 

On  this  necrologic  roll  the  first  name  to  be  recorded  is 
that  of  Mrs.  l^artlett  Woods,  who  was  in  youth  Eliza  Sig- 
ler.  She  was  born  April  21,  1827,  and  died  October  6, 
1900,  soon  after  our  last  anniversary,  being  'J2  years  of 
age.  Always  present  at  these  meetings  and  spreading 
each  year  a  hospitable  table,  she  is  very  much  missed  here 
to-day  as  well  as,  at  what  was  her  home,  among  her  kin- 
dred and  her  many  special  friends. 

The  second  name  here  is  that  of  Mrs.  Philip  Stuppy, 
born  in  1841,  married  March  I,  1871,  for  many  j^ears  a  resi- 
dent south  of  Creston  where  she  died  November  9,  1900, 
in  the  sixtieth  year  of  her  age,  a  faithful  member  of  that 
large  denomination  of  Christian  people  known  as  Baptists. 

The  third  name  is  that  of  Hon.  J.  W.  Youche,  who  was 
born  March  4,  1848,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Crown 
Point  March  20,  1871,  and  who  died  January  2,  1901,  near- 
ly 53  years  of  age.  Attending  the  burial  services,  besides 
the  lawyers  of  Crown  Point,  were  Judge  Gillett  of  Ham- 
mond and  Judge  P^ield  of  Chicago.  Lake  county  and 
Indiana  sustained  at  his  death  a  great  loss. 

The  fourth  name  of  this  record  is  that  of  Charles  Ed- 
ward Schroeder,  born  June  28,  1830,  who  became  an  inhab- 
itant of  Lake  county  in  1852,  of  Crown  Point  in  1854,  and 
died  January  23,  1901,  over  70  years  of  age. 

The  fifth  name  is  of  William  IVttibone,  a  brother  of 
•Dr.  Harvey  and  D.  K.  Pettibone,  a  resident  for  many  years 
in  Crown  Point,  who  died  early  in  February,  1901,  78  years 
of  age. 
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The  sixth  is  llio  name  of  John  Mills,  born  Feb.  6,  1832, 
in  New  York  State,  married  in  Detroit  May  17,  1855,  to 
Miss  Olive  Gran<^-er,  a  soldier  in  the  war  for  the  Union,  a 
resilient  f(jr  many  years  in  Crown  Point,  who  died  March 
21,  1 90 1,  69  years  of  age. 

The  next,  the;  seventh  in  this  list,  is  the  name  of  Ches- 
ter Guernsey,  who  came  as  a  child  to  Porter  county  in 
1836,  who  came  many  years  ago  into  Lake  county  as  a 
citizen,  and  who  died  also  March  21,  1901,  nearly  77  years 
of  age. 

The  eighth  name  is  that  of  Samuel  N.  Witherell,  who 
was  born  in  North  Adams,  Massachusetts,  January  6,  1825, 
came  to  Lake  county  in  1853,  and  died  March  24,  1901,  'jd 
years  of  age. 

The  ninth  name  is  of  John  Knoedler,  a  member  of  this 
Association,  for  several  years  Superintendent  of  the  Ger- 
man Methodist  Sunday  School,  who  died  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, May  25,  1901,  in  the  80th  year  of  Jiis  age. 

And  there  is  one  more  name,  the  tenth,  that  of  Mrs. 
Eliza  Jones,  who  was  born  in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  Nov.  i, 
1827,  whose  father  was  an  early  settler  in  Porter  county, 
who  resided  for  a  number  of  years  with  her  husband  and 
daughters  on  East  Street  in  Crown  Point,  and  who  died 
early  Thursday  morning,  July  25,  1901,  nearly  74  years  of 
age. 

In  closing  this  part  of  this  report  it  may  be  added  that 
James  H.  Biggs,  connected  for  years  with  the  Hart  fam- 
ily, a  son-in-law  of  A.  N.  Hart,  was  found  dead  in  his  room 
in  the  city  of  Chicago  Monday  morning.  May  20,  1901.  ' 
He  had  passed  the  age  of  60  years.  He  was  for  manj^ 
years  a  dealer  in  real  estate,  a  refined,  gentlemanly  man 
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ill  apjXMraiicc  and  in  manners,  and  had  been  connected 
with  l)usiiu:ss  niatlers  in  this  count>'  for  some  tlTirt\'-fi\'C 
years. 

l''i\f  of  the  wealthy  Hart  family  have  i)assed  from  earth 
in  the  last  few  years,  lea\'in<,r  one  son  and  one  daughter 
and  three  dau[^hters-in-law  to  repres(Mit  the  family  in  the 
affairs  of  life,  all  hut  one  of  these  living  in  Crown  Point. 

II.  Among  the  social  events  of  the  year,  very  fully 
connected  with  early  settlers  and  their  reminiscences,  may 
be  mentioned  a  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary.  At  mid- 
day of  Wednesday,  May  22,  of  this  same  year,  1901,  guests 
began  to  assemble  at  the  home  of  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  William 
l)r()wn  in  Crown  Point,  until  in  a  short  time  about  fifty 
were  present.  The  marriage  had  taken  place  in  South 
r^^ast  Grove  May  22,  185 1.  Among  those  present  at  this 
anniversary,  Miss  Mabel  Crawford,  a  granddaughter  re- 
ceiving the  guests  at  the  door,  were  the  three  daughters 
and  the  two  sons  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  and  several 
grandchildren;  also  Mrs.  Brown's  two  sisters,  Mrs.  John 
Dinwiddie  and  her  daughter  from  LaPorte  and  Mrs.  Alon- 
zo  Starr  and  her  daughter  from  Winamac.  Old  neighbors 
and  friends  of  South  East  Grove  and  Eagle  Creek  were 
among  the  other  guests.  It  was  a  delightful  reunion.  As 
it  was  the  flowery  month  of  May,  flowers,  always  so  beau- 
tiful, were  abundant.  There  were  pinks  from  friends  in 
Michigan,  rich  carnations  from  members  of  the  Black 
family  in  Illinois,  fifty  gold  colored  tulips  from  Mrs.  Peter- 
son, a  fine  display  from  Mrs.  Fisher,  Easter  and  lemon 
lilies  from  Mrs.  Biggs,  lilies  of  the  valley  from  Mrs.  Vil- 
mer,  and  a  variety  of  flowers  from  Mrs.  Dinwiddie  of  La- 
Porte.     Jris  blossoms  added  their  rich  color  to  the  Mav 
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IxMiity  of  tlu;  rooms.  The  table  was  bordered  with  siiii- 
lax  set  off  with  {golden  lih"es  and  golden  ribbon.  Aj^e  and 
)'()Uth  alike  lo\'(^  and  ought  to  love  true  beauty.  Let  us 
ever  welcome  o-olden  wedding  anniversaries.  Only  a  few 
leach  them. 

12.  Among  the  events  called  accidents  which  ar<^  of 
daily  occurrence  somewhere,  there  have  been  some  in  the 
county  this  year  peculiarly  sad. 

I.  A  young  woman  of  Crown  Point,  Miss  Julia  Popp, 
was  burned  severely  the  5th  day  of  July  by  means  of  fire 
crackers  which  ought  to  have  been  used  up  the  day  be- 
fore. After  severe  suffering  she  died  Friday  noon  Aug- 
ust 2,  1901,  at  the  home  of  her  mother  on  Ridge  Street. 
2.  Garley  Siegel,  said  to  be  a  sober,  steady  young  man. 
was  on  the  10:45  train  in  the  evening  on  the  Erie  road, 
coming  from  Chicago  to  spend  Sunday  at  his  honie,  not 
far  eastward  from  the  Erie  station  in  Crown  Point,  l^y 
some  means  he  left  the  train  a  few  rods  before  it  reached 
the  station,  and  as  a  result  lost  both  of  his  feet.  How  he 
left  that  train  is  not  understood  by  the  railroad  officials 
or  the  surgeon,  only  that  he  "fell  off."  Of  course  he  was 
not  where  a  passenger  should  hax'e  been,  or  he  could  not 
have  been  injured.  He  may  have  been  too  eager  to  reach 
home.  He  was  found  on  the  side  of  the  train  towards 
his  home.  3.  At  Leroy  on  Tuesday  morning  July  i6th 
about  9  o'clock,  some  boys  were  playing  in  the  new  grain 
elevator,  and  Charles  Love,  thirteen  years  of  age,  jumped 
into  the  large  pile  of  descending  corn  at  the  bottom  of 
which  men  were  filling  a  car.  He  was  drawn  down  and 
suffocated  before  the  flow  of  grain  could  be  stopped  and 
his  body  extricated.     Efforts  to  resuscitate  were  vain  af- 


ter  his  form  was  brought  aj^ain  into  the  air.  While  there 
are  places  in  this  world  for  all  persons  at  all  times,  and 
while  danj:,^er  is  everywhere  and  always,  the  U:sson  from 
thousands  of  accidents  is  (his:  that  those  are  the  most  se- 
cure who  are  at  all  times  doing  the  proper  things  in  prop- 
er places.  Nature,  as  such,  shows  little  mercy  to  those 
who  experiment  with  her  laws. 

The  three  accidents  recorded  here  are  similar  to  many 
others,  but,  so  far  as  known,  Charles  Love  of  Leroy,  is 
the  first  boy  in  our  county  to  meet  death  in  this  peculiar 
way. 

13.  Fire  at  Hammond.  In  the  night  following  Friday, 
August  2nd,  a  fire  started  in  what  are  called  the  Simplex 
Works  at  Hammond,  which  extended  to  the  buildings  of 
the  Rawhide  and  Belting  Company  and  the  Hammond 
Buggy  Company.  Loss  estimated  at  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.     Some  insurance. 

14.  There  have  been  some  other  smaller  fires  in  the 
county,  and  especially  one  at  Creston  on  Sunday  night  of 
August  i8th.  which  destroyed  an  old  landmark,  the  store 
building  for  twenty-six  years   occupied   by  A.  D.  Palmer. 

15.  A  long  distance  telephone  line  has  this  summer 
been  in  process  of  construction,  it  is  said  from  Chicago 
to  New  York.  Forty  men  have  gone  out  daily  from 
Crown  Point  during  a  part  of  this  month  to  work  on  this 
line,  which  passes  northeast  of  town  and  then  eastward 
on  the  line  of  North  Street.  Ten  wires  are  put  up  on 
very  solid  poles.  Two  miles  of  this  line  is  considered  a 
.day's  work. 

16.  The  Crown  Point  Telephone  Company  have  in- the 
fpwn  this  .^u/jimer  300  instruments  among  600  families. 
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\y.  Am()ii<^r  visitors  this  year  ha\-c;  hocMi  I\lr.  Wiliiani 
Hill  of  Colorado,  absciil  for  thirteen  years;  Jiidii^'  j.iiiies 
II.  ]5all  of  Scott  county,  Kansas,  wliosc!  last  \isit  was  in 
i.8go;  Mr.  Charles  W  J^\iller,  absent  for  nine  years,  and 
Mr.  Z.  P.  l^\'iiley  who  \isits  here  occasionally.  There 
were  probably  some  others. 

18.  Quite!  a  number  from  this  county  ha\'e  this  sum- 
mer visited  the  Pan  American  P^xposition  at  Buffalo.  It 
is  reported  as  far  from  equalin^^  the  great  Columbus  J'^.x- 
position,  and  }'et  as  Pan  American  being  deser\ing  of 
large  interest. 

19.  On  August  20th  I  made  some  examination  of  tliat 
spot  north  of  Cedar  Lake  where  the  Monon  line  of  rail- 
road lately  ga\'e  way.  It  was  worth  seeing.  The  road 
crossed  a  part  of  the  once  very  produeti\'e  cranberry 
marsh  owned  by  ]\Ir.  Van  liollen.  The  road  had  gone 
down  along  some  thirty  rods  of  this  marsh,  and  in  width 
probably  four  or  fi\'e  rods.  An  immense  quantity  of  clay 
and  some  rocks  had  been  put  in  to  fill  up  the  depression, 
but  the  black  masses  of  crujnbly  muck  remaining  on  each 
side,  on  which  1  soon  fotuul  it  was  not  prudent  to  walk, 
gave  the  appeaiancc!  of  a  yawning  gulf  down  into  the 
earth.  Evidently  some  of  our  marshes  were  not  designed 
to  hold  up  railroad  tracks,  and  where  once  there  is  a  break 
made  through  the  late  formed  sod  above  the  muck  a 
solid  foundation  is  not  easily  reached. 

20.  On  the  same  day  I  visited  Mrs.  Van  Hollen,  tbe 
last  surviving  pioneer  in  all  that  part  of  the  county.  She 
was  born  in  1816,  came  to  the  home  where  she  still  re- 
sides, in  1838,  a  young  wife,  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and 
is  now,  althougn    eighty-five    years    of    age    this   year,  in 


goocl  poss(!ssion  of  her  nu^ntal  faculties,  but  with  dim 
eyesight  and  in  some  oilier  respects  (juitr  feeble.  She 
has  been,  through  her  long-  life  at  Cc:dar  Lake,  an  excel- 
lent friend  and  neighbor  and  citizen,  and  is  one  of  the 
wealthy  women  of  the  county. 

21.  In  1898  a  record  was  made  of  ministers  of  the  Gos- 
pel who  had  died  in  the  county.  Two  other  names  are 
now  to  be  added  to  that  list.  Rev.  F'erdinand  Koj^elke, 
who  was  born  December  29,  1816,  died  in  Crown  Point 
August  16,  1899,  nearly  83  years  of  age. 

Rev.  William  L.  Archer,  pastor  of  the  Free  Methodist 
church  at  Crown  Point,  died  at  the  parsonage  January  14, 
1900.  He  was  between  40  and  45  years  of  age,  in  the 
very  prime  of  life. 

22.  An  unpleasant  item  for  record  is  this:  One  of  our 
newspapers  reports  that  the  boys  of  Crown  Point,  some 
of  them,  no  particular  ones  named,  have  this  summer 
robbed  a  large  number  of  bird's  nests,  taking  out  of  those 
wonderful  bird  structures  scores  and  even  hundreds  of 
beautiful  eggs.  To  thus  lessen  the  number  of  song  birds 
is  surely  a  shame  and  a  wrong,  and  it  seems  strange  that 
our  advanced  humane  and  scientific  education,  with  nat- 
ural history  taught  in  the  reading  courses,  meets  with  no 
better  results.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  a  spirit  of  kindness 
and  consideration  for  the  brute  creation  is  not  increasing 
among  the  children. 

23.  Two  new  church  buildings  have  this  year  been  ad- 
ded to  the  sixty-six  reported  in  1897.  They  are  both  at 
Highland,  one  a  Hollander  Reformed,  the  other  unde- 
nominational. They  contribute  much  to  the  village  ap- 
pearance and  life  of  Highland. 
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24.  The  rural  mail  delivery  system  seems  to  be  giving 
great  satisfaction.  The  first  line  cstablishecl  in  the  coun- 
ty is  the  one  going  out  from  Hobart,  which  has  been  in 
operation  for  more  than  a  year.  The  second  line  is  one 
going  out  from  Lowell,  established  last  year.  The  third 
goes  out  from  Crown  Point.  Its  work  of  delivery  com- 
menced on  Thursday,  November  i,  1900,  and  it  now  sup- 
plies about  140  boxes,  enabling  about  six  hundred  peoj)le 
to  receive  the  benefits  of  a  daily  mail.  Packages  are  also 
delivered  and  small  wants  are  thus  supplied. 

25.  And  now  I  come  to  the  last  item  for  the  report  of 
1901,  the  prospect  before  us  in  this  present: 

The  value  of  the  gentle  rain  of  Sunday,  August  i8th, 
with  the  showers  of  Saturday  and  Monda3^  no  one  can 
estimate  as  connected  with  all  the  material  interests  of 
the  county;  and  that  we  have  been  favored  above  many 
portions  of  the  world  and  of  our  own  land  is  certain,  so 
that  the  year  closes  with  abundant  cause  for  gratitude. 
In  the  meantime,  in  this  month  of  August,  a  great  conflict 
has  been  going  on  between  concentrated  capital  and  or- 
ganized labor,  and  while  the  members  of  our  association 
are  mostly  connected  with  the  farming  industry,  the  con- 
flict affects  us  as  a  part,  however  small,  of  the  large  busi- 
ness and  commercial  world.  We  are  therefore  face  to 
face  with  the  question,  what  is  our  duty  as  citizens  of 
Lake  county  and  of  Indiana,  in  respect  to  the  shape 
which,  in  the  near  future,  this  conflict  must  take  in  con- 
nection with  our  Government?  Says  one  of  the  truly  grand 
men  of  our  county  ,  now  seventy-eight  years  of  age: 
*'There  was  never  a  greater  need  of  good  men  in  our 
country  and  the  world  than  to-day."   And  to  this  answer 


to  the  question  of  our  duty  no  one  can  object,  (whatever 
view  he  may  take  of  strikes,  and  of  trusts,  and  of  labor 
unions,  and  of  concentrated  capital,  and  of  foreij^n  pos- 
sessions), that  it  is  our  duty  to  increase  the  num!)cr  of 
good  men  of  the  future  by  increasinj^  if  possible  the  love 
and  practice  of  virtue  among  the  young  men  and  boys  of 
to-day.  Much  barbarity  is  taught  and  practiced  in  the 
noted  institutions  of  the  land,  and  they  send  out  some 
fearful  specimens  of  cruel,  selfish  humanity.  From  our 
farms  should  go  forth  young  men  who  will  never  be  guilty 
of  inflicting  wrong  on  fellow  beings  or  on  our  fellow  crea- 
tures of  the  brute  creation.  If  the  virtues  of  integrity 
and  kindness,  of  purity  and  love,  were  to  leave  this  earth, 
surely  some  of  their  last  resting  places  would  be  in  the 
quiet  villages  and  in  the  country  homes. 

Sometimes,  with  a  little  disdain  in  the  tone,  some  young 
people  are  said  to  be  "countrified."  A  late  writer,  dealing 
in  noble  sentiment  as  well  as  producing  forms  of  beautyi 

has  well  said: 

"Do  they  call  you  'countrified?' 
Let  it  be  your  joy  and  pride. 
You  who  love  the  birds  and  bees, 
And  the  whispers  of  the  trees! 
Trust  me  friend  of  flower  and  grass. 

Little  brown-faced  lad  or  lass. 
Naught  in  all  the  world  beside. 
Equals  being 'countrified.'" 
It  has  been  declared,  and  who  will  question  the  state- 
ment, that  "the  moral   backbone   of   the   nation   is  to  be 
found  in  the  rural  districts."     And  when  farmers  come  to 
demand  the  removal,  from  places  which  they  frequent,  of 
demoralizmg  influences   these  will  be  removed.     May  the 
time  be  far  distant   when    the   immorality   of  towns   and 
cities  shall  invade  our  prosperous  country  homes. 
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.  As  the  years  glide  by  there  is  much  in  each  that  is  like 
the  past;  there  is  something  also  not  quite  like  the  past. 
Kach  year  is  quite  sure  to  have  some  characteristic.  There 
will  be  new  experiences  for  some,  new  joys  and  new  sor- 
rows. Each  year,  and  this  not  less  than  those  that  ha\'e 
gone  before  it,  furnishes  abundant  cause  for  gratitude  to 
God.  We  should  be  grateful  that  so  few  calamities  have 
come  upon  us,  that  so  many  aged  ones  yet  remain  among 
us,  and  especially  that  our  late  President  and  Treasurer 
are  spared  to  see  another  anniversary  day,  and  that  so 
many  of  us,  enjoying  health  and  home  comforts,  can  greet 
the  oi)ening  of  our  twenty-eighth  year  as  an  organization. 
Twenty-seven  full  years  have  passed. 

Commencing  this  report  with  some  improvements, 
among  the  additions  to  Crown  Point,  in  the  fall  of  1901, 
may  be  named  first,  the  Crown  Point  Sanitarium,  under 
the  control  of  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 
Rev.  Ph.  Guethoff,  M.  J.  Kramer,  Joseph  E.  Heinrich,  and 
Dr.  Joseph  Von  Osinsky,  comprising  the  company,  but 
open,  as  such  buildings  usually  are,  to  the  sick  and  suffer- 
ing of  every  faith.  The  building  is  a  substantial  brick 
structure,  standing  a  little  north  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  edifice,  commenced  in  June,  1901,  but  opened  for 
the  reception  of  invalids  about  the  middle  of  January* 
1902.  Also  as  second,  the  large  green-house  on  what  was 
formerly  the  Coflfin  and  later  the  Rotarmond  place,  on 
the  corner  of  North  and  Grant  streets.     The  building  is 


in  the  form  of  a  larj^c  L,  coveriiif^-  an  area  of  4620  feet. 
The  dimcnsioiis  arc:  icS  feet  011  North  street,  which  it 
fronts  and  extenth'ng  south  on  Grant  street  120  feet,  and 
then  running  west  100  feet,  that  part  being  30  feet  wide, 
to  the  long  fuel  and  furnace  room  on  the  v\'est  side.  Fire 
in  the  furnace  of  this  green-house  was  not  lighted  till 
January  4,  1902,  coal  having  been  very  scarce  in  Crown 
Point  in  the  month  of  December,  1901.  A  large  part  of 
the  quite  extensive  grounds  on  the  south  and  west  is  given 
up  to  the  cultivation  of  flowers,  presenting  a  scene  of 
much  beauty  in  the  summer  time.  These  flowers  are  cut 
and  sent  to  Chicago  daily  in  their  proper  season.  Besides 
these  additions  to  Crown  Point  activities,  improvements 
have  been  made  in  the  cities  of  the  county,  and  especial- 
ly in  that  part  of  East  Chicago  known  as  Indiana  Harbor. 
Some  mention  was  made  of  this  locality  last  year.  The 
work  of  grading  streets,  of  erecting  buildings  of  various 
kinds,  setting  out  trees,  building  sidewalks,  starting  church 
and  school  enterprises,  has  gone  steadily  and  rapidly  on. 
A  large  mill  building  has  been  erected  called  the  Indiana 
Steel  Mill,  and  on  Monday,  August  11,  1902,  "the  wheels 
of  the  big  mill  v^ere  started  to  receive  the  first  iron  of  the 
rolls."  A  well  sunk  by  the  Inland  Mill  people,  in  depth 
276  feet,  will  furnish  them,  it  is  said,  an  abundance  of  good 
water.  Indiana  Harbor  is  already  a  town,  almost  a  city, 
of  itself.  Its  future  none  can  foresee,  but  it  promises 
now,  when  its  mill  work  is  all  in  operation  and  its  harbor 
constructed,  to  make  East  Chicago  one  of  the  great  lake 
cities  of  Indiana. 

Five  school  houses  have  been  this  summer  erected,  in 
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Ross  township  two,  one  of  these  a  graded  school  building 
at  Merrillville. 

Two  more  railroads  are  quite  sure  to  cross  the  county, 
the  Gifford  road  entering  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
county  and  passing  in  a  northwest  direction,  and  the  "C, 
C.  and  L.,"  crossing  Ross  township  and  reaching  Griffith 
It  seems  quite  sure  that  Lake  county  will  continue  to  be 
first  among  the  counties  of  Indiana  in  the  number  of  miles 
of  its  railroads. 

While  improvements  \\\  different  lines  have  been  going 
onward,  this  has  been  in  some  respects  a  disastrous  year. 
On  Wednesday,  October  23,  1901,  early  in  the  evening, 
the  slaughter  house  at  Hammond  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  loss  said  to  be  $500,000,  As  this  business  was  the 
large  industry  of  Hammond,  and  there  seems  to  be  no 
prospect  that  it  will  be  to  any  great  extent  resumed,  the 
loss  to  that  young  city  is  great.  A  quite  competent  ob- 
server reported  last  week  that  neither  Hammond  nor 
Whiting  were  making  any  special  growth,  but  that  the 
principal  advance  in  North  township  was  in  East  Chicago. 

The  Conkey  printing  establishment  was  quite  seriously 
crippled  in  business  last  fall  for  a  time  in  consequence  of 
a  strike.  The  working  people,  at  least  some  of  them, 
wanted  to  form  a  Union,  and  Mr.  Conkey  would  employ 
only  non-union  workers. 

Although  Hammond  is  not  specially  growing,  the  foun- 
dation work  is  now  going  on  for  what  is  expected  to  be 
an  eighty-thousand  dollar  court  house. 

On  November  13,  1901,  in  the  exening,  the  home  of 
Mr.  Michael  Johnston  was  invaded  by  some  burglars  who 
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by  threats  and  brutal  usage  coinpcllcd  Mrs.  Johnston  to 
tell  where  $178  was  secreted,  which  the  robbers  took,  and, 
fearing  that  the  aroused  neighbors  would  soon  be  ujion 
them,  left  the  house.  The  neighljors  were  aroust^d  by  one 
of  the  girls  of  the  large  Deninion  family  who  was  there 
staying  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnston,  and  who  had  been 
locked  in  an  adjoining  room  by  the  robbers,  from  which 
she  escaped  through  a  window. 

In  the  spring  of  this  year  an  effort  was  made  to  take 
out  from  Cedar  Lake  some  undesirable  fish,  such  as  gar 
fish  and  dog  fish,  but  without  much  success.  Says  the 
Crown  Point  Register  of  April  17,  1902:  "The  job  of  sein- 
ing Cedar  Lake  is  progressing  slowly,  and  some  magnifi- 
cent specimens  of  black  bass  and  other  game  fish  are  be- 
ing hauled  in  and  then  let  go;  *  *  *  but  so  far  none 
of  the  destructive  gar  fish  have  been  caught." 

On  Monday  evening,  May  12,  1902,  there  was  quite  a 
large  fire  at  Lowell.  Between  ii  and  12  o'clock  the  fire 
broke  out  in  the  rear  of  a  blacksmith  shop.  Principal 
losses  reported:  A.  H.  Maxwell,  $1200;  P^mil  Sirois,  ^8000; 
Charles  Schaffer,  S800;   pAigene  Duckworth,  ;^300. 

May  15th  of  this  year  a  ^25,000  fire  at  East  Chicago. 
A  lumber  mill  was  destroyed,  but  was  soon  rebuilt. 

Besides  loss  by  fires,  the  lightning  this  present  summer 
has  been  quite  destructive. 

A  new  industry  was  started  this  year  in  Crown  Point 
called  a  shirt  factory.  It  gave  employment  to  a  number 
of  girls  and  seemed  to  be  for  some  time  quite  prosperous; 
but  its  industrial  life  was  quite  short. 

On  Wednesday,  May  14,  1902,  Articles  of  Incorporation 
were  filed  of  the  Golden  Cure  Company  of  Hammond. 


— 22 — 

Capital  stock  $50,000.  About  the  same  time  Articles 
were  also  filed  incorporatin^r  what  is  called  the  Lake 
County  Oil  Company.  Stock,  $100,000.  This  company, 
understood  to  be  Chicaj^^o  ca[)italists,  have  this  summer 
been  sinking  a  well  at  Shelby,  expecting  to  obtain  oil. 
The  well  is  said  to  be  down  looo  feet,  with  strong  expec- 
tations of  getting  oil. 

On  Sunda}^  May  18,  1902,  the  large  pipe  organ  of  the 
Lutheran  church  at  Crown  Point  was  dedicated.  Many 
•persons  were  present.  The  organ  is  considered  a  fine 
instrument. 

The  year  has  been  singular  for  the  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  school  children.  At  the  May  enumeration  for 
1902,  there  were  found  to  be  in  Crown  Point  656,  33  chil- 
dren less  than  last  year,  345  being  boys,  311  being  girls. 
In  the  township  outside  of  Crown  Point  there  were  found 
187  boys  and  200  girls,  15  less  than  last  year.  In  the  en- 
tire township  the  whole  number  was  1043,  4^  '<-'ss  in  all 
than  last  year. 

As  in  the  years  which  have  passed,  so  this  year  also 
some  have  gone  from  among  us  and  from  all  the  scenes 
of  earth.  There  are  reasons  of  some  kind  for  placing  on 
this  record  the  names  of   some  who  are  not  our  members. 

I.  The  first  of  these  is  the  name  of  Mrs.  Olive  Lucina 
or  Lousina  Hyde,  the  widow  of  Rev.  Robert  Hyde,  who 
was  a  South  East  Grove  girl  in  the  early  days,  a  member 
of  the  large  Flint  family,  the  eighth  child  among  fifteen 
s'sters  and  brothers,  seven  older  and  seven  younger  than 
herself.  She  was  about  75  years  of  age,  had  been  visiting 
in  Crown  Point,  returned  to  her  home  in  Chicago,  fell 
down  stairs,  received  serious  injuries,  and  died  in  \\\c  night 


of  Tuesday,  Scptemljcr  3,  1901.  The  Flint  family  were 
aiiion^,^  the  leadiii;^^  Methodists  of  Pioneer  days.  Mrs. 
Hyde  was  a  sister  of  the  first  ]\lrs.  J.  II.  Luther,  and  so 
an  aunt  of  John   I^^.  Luther. 

2.  llu^h  Boyd,  one  of  those  staunch  Scotch-Irish 
men,  thousands  of  whom  comin^^  to  this  country  in  past 
years  have  added  vastl)'  to  the  vitality  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions, who  came  into  Lake  county  in  1865,  living  for  a 
time  with  his  family  ifi  Crown  Point,  then  having  charge 
for  several  years  of  the  Turner-Scofield  butter  factory, 
and  removing  at  length  to  the  east  side  of  South  P^ast 
Gro\e,  died  of  parah'sis  quite  suddenly  on  Sunday  e\en- 
ing,  November  10,  190 1,  at  the  advanced  age  of  '$>2  years. 
He  had  attended  church  in  the  morning.  In  tlie  evening 
he  was  set  free  from  all  of  earth's  infirmities. 

3.  Thomas  P'isher,  one  of  three  brothers  coming  into 
Lake  county  many  years  ago,  died  on  Sunday  afternoon 
November  24,  1901,  at  his  home  in  Crown  Point,  at  the 
age  of  74  years. 

4.  Jacob  Houk,  for  some  years  township  trustee,  a  res- 
ident of  Crown  Point  since  1865,  proprietor  of  a  large 
shoe  store,  dropped  to  the  earth  in  his  door  yard  and  im- 
mediately died,  Saturday,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, November  30,  1901,  59  years  of  age. 

5.  December  3,  of  this  same  year,  Tuesday  afternoon, 
at  her  son's  residence  in  Crown  Point,  died  Mrs.  Craw- 
ford of  South  East  Grove,  on  the  78th  anniversary  of  her 
birth.  She  was  well  known  in  central  and  southern  Lake 
county. 

6.  Mrs.  R.  Calista  Young,  for  many  years  a  resident 
of   Crown    Point,   the   mother   of   Charles   II.  Young  and 
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sister  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Holton,  died  suddenly  at  her  son's  home 
in  Chica^^o,  on  T^iday,  in  the  forenoon,  of  January  3,  1902, 
not  (juite  69  years  of  a^e,  having  becMi  born  in  Canada, 
March  20,  1833.  Death  came  by  heart  failure.  Burial  at 
Crown  i'oint  on  Sunday,  January  5th. 

7.  Mrs.  Betsey  Parkinson,  for  many  years  a  resident 
in  South  East  Grove,  died  at  her  home  in  Hebron,  Janu- 
ary 4,  1902.     Age,  80  years. 

8.  J.  H.  Irish,  Esq.,  born  in  Vermont  in  1826,  settling 
in  Lake  county  south  of  Brunswick  in  1850,  died  at  his 
home  in  Hammond,  Monday  morning,  January  20,  1902, 
about  72  years  of  age.  From  his  city  office  he  was  known 
as  Judge  Irish. 

9.  Dr.  Malcolm  G.  Bliss,  born  in  Otego,  New  York, 
November  24,  1828,  of  New  England  descent,  came  to 
Crown  Point  in  1865.  j  He  kept  a  drug  store  until  1874, 
commenced  practice  about  1876.  He  died  Friday  even- 
ing, P^ebruary  28th,  73  years  of  age. 

10.  On  Sunday  morning,  March  9th,  Mrs.  Julius  Dem- 
mon,  Nancy  Wilcox,  was  found  dead  in  her  room.  Born 
January  28,  1833,  a  member  of  a  family  of  early  settlers, 
married  when  seventeen  years  of  age  to  Julius  Demmon, 
she  was  the  mother  of  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  and 
had  at  the  time  of  her  death  about  sixty  grandchildren. 

11.  Ross  Wilson,  born  in  Ireland.  December  20,  1830, 
settling  in  Lake  county  in  1854,  died  at  10:30  on  March 
2ist,  71  years  of  age. 

12.  Albert  Taylor  was  born  September  17,  1818,  be- 
came a  resident  of  Lake  county,  with  his  father  and 
mother,  four  brothers  and  three  sisters  in  1836,  taught  a 
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pioiu'cr  school,  probably  in  1837,  ^^''^^  t'"*^'  ^'"'^^  person  bap- 
tized in  the  county  by  a  l^aplist  minister  -  July  20,  1840  — 
lived  for  some  time  in  Wisconsin,  and  died  at  Creston, 
April  16,  1902,  in  the  84th  year  of  his  age.  The  oldest 
and  earliest  public  school  teacher  then  living  in  Lake 
county. 

13.  Byron  C.  Morton,  son  of  C.  N.  Morton,  Esq.,  of 
Crown  Point,  died  at  Whiting,  on  Wednesday,  June  25th, 
of  this  same  year. 

14.  Dr.  Henry  Pettibone,  son  of  Dr.  Harvey  Pettibone, 
born  in  Crown  l^oint,  May  31,  1850,  died  on  Thursday, 
June  26th,  at  a  hospital  in  Chicago,  not  long  after  under- 
going a  surgical  operation,  which,  it  was  supposed  would 
save  his  life. 

15.  Mrs.  Zuvers  of  Merrill ville,  widow  of  Solomon 
Zuvers,  the  last  of  six  sisters  by  the  name  of  Hall,  died 
on  Sunday,  June  29th,  on  her  70th  birthday  anniversary. 
She  came  to  Lake  county  in  1843,  and. was  married  in 
1848. 

16.  William  Sigler,  born  December  31,  1822.  coming 
with  his  father's  family  into  Lake  county  in  1837,  when 
15  years  of  age,  for  some  years  one  of  the  principal  mer- 
chants at  Lowell,  died  at  La  Grange,  Illinois,  Thursday 
morning,  July  i6th,  of  this  same  year,  nearly  80  years 
of  age. 

By  some  means  there  was  omitted  in  its  proper  place  a 
record  of  the  death  of  Edwin  Church,  a  pioneer  boy  on 
Prairie  West  in  1836,  a  son  of  Darling  Church,  and  for 
many  years  a  large  grocery  dealer  in  Crown  f*oint.  He 
died  November  30,  1898,  in  Crown  Point.  He  was  a  grand- 


—26- 

son  of   Richard    Church,    a    prominent   pioneer   of    Lake 
county. 

A  strange  calamity.  On  Sunday  morning,  March  20, 
1902,  the  house  on  Ikick  Ilill,  occupied  at  that  time  by  a 
family  named  Larson,  residents  from  Chicago,  was  found 
to  have  been  destroyed  by  fire.  On  a  bedstead  were 
found,  badly  burned,  the  lifeless  bodies  of  Mrs.  Larson 
and  hc^r  daughter,  that  daughter  a  young  girl  attending 
the  Crown  Point  public  school.  At  nine  o'clock  on  Sat- 
urday night  the  mother  and  daughter  had  left  the  home 
of  the  Opal  family  to  return  to  their  own  home.  In  the 
night  there  was  a  thunder  storm,  followed  by  a  very  wet 
snow  of  about  three  inches  in  depth  and  also  quite  a  rain- 
fall. There  were  two  suppositions  to  be  made,  but  noth- 
ing certain  could  be  learned.  The  husband  and  father, 
Mr.  Larson,  was  absent  at  the  time  in  Chicago.  The 
bodies  were  cared  for  by  Mr.  Geisen. 

.  A  curiosit}^  On  Saturday,  August  i6th,  I  examined 
along  with  our  President,  Mr.  O.  Dinwiddie,  and  ex-Pres- 
ident, Mr.  W.  A.  Clark,  a  section  of  an  old  hickory  tree, 
which  had  then  but  recently  been  cut  down  on  the  lawn 
in  front  of  Mrs.  Henry  Pettibone's  residence.  P^nclosed 
in  the  body  of  the  tree  we  found  two  oak  plugs  or  pins, 
one  was  three  and  a  half  inches  long  and  about  seven- 
eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  about  eight  sided  as  though 
made  with  an  axe.  One  end  was  distant  about  one  inch 
from  the  center  of  the  tree,  and  the  other  was  enclosed 
b)^  sixty-four  rings  of  hickory  growth  according  to  our 
count.  For  counting  we  had  the  benefit  of  a  plane  to 
smooth  the  surface  and  a  convex  lens  to  aid  our  vision. 
One  of  these  oak  pins,  over  which  hickory  wood  had  been 
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growing,  according  to  our  calculation  or  count,  for  sixty- 
four  years,  was  three  feet  from  the  ground  and  the  other 
about  five.  The  interesting  questions  to  us  were,  how 
came  they  in  that  tree?  and,  for  what  purpose  were  they 
driven  there?  Supposing  that  the  ends  protruded  slightly 
from  the  trunk  before  the  growth  began  to  cover  them, 
we  were  inclined  to  believe  that  the  United  States  survey- 
ors, who  camped  there  in  1834,  must  have  inserted  them 
in  the  young  hickory;  but  Mr.  Aaron  Fuller,  who  came  to 
this  county  October  15,  1839,  who  left  here  in  1865,  now 
a  visitor  from  Texas,  claims  that  he  and  Mr.  II.  L.  Nich- 
ols drove  those  pins  into  that  growing  tree.  The  number 
of  rings  would  then  indicate  that  the  pins  were  cut  off 
close  to  the  bark  of  the  tree.  It  is  a  singular  fact  in  na- 
ture that  a  growing  tree  will  soon  enclose  within  itself  not 
only  wood,  but  iron  attached  to  its  surface. 

Some  Weather  Records.  Cold  weather  commenced  on 
Friday,  December  6th  in  1901,  and  continued  for  about 
two  weeks.  The  mercury  went  down  to  12  degrees  and 
some  reported  15  degrees  below  zero.  There  was  some 
snow,  a  little  sleighing,  and  a  good  ice  harvest. 

After  December  20th,  when  the  mercury  reached  zero 
at  2:30  in  the  afternoon,  the  weather  became  quite  uni- 
form and  mild  the  mercury  ranging  but  little  above  and 
but  little  below  32  degrees. 

January  was  very  mild. 

TKe  last  week  of  April  was  one  of  unusual  changes  in 
temperature.  Sunday  morning,  April  20th  thin  ice.  At 
one  o'clock,  64  degrees.  Monday  morning,  60  degrees. 
At  10  o'clock  70,  and  at  2:30  83.  A  hot  wind.  At  6 
o'clock  78,     On  Tuesday,  early,  62  degrees,     p.  m.  show- 
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ers  and  a  stroiio-  wind.  Id  \\\v  iiorlhwi'sl  part  of  (Ik.-  coun- 
ty the  wiiui  tort^  up  sidewalks,  l)Ic\v  a  street  car  oxer,  and 
did  quite  a  little  damage.  The  \Vhitin<^r  News  said:  "The 
wind  blew  a  tremendous  gale  in  this  vicinity  from  Mon- 
day until  Wednesday." 

Thursday,  mercury  down  to  38  degrees.  Noon,  58. 
Heavy  rain  in  the  night. 

Friday,  at  noon  52  degrees.  A  hot  wind  came,  and  at 
seven  o'clock  mercury  reached  70.  The  air  felt  as  though 
coming  out  of  a  green-house.  About  nine  in  the  evening 
the  wind  changed,  it  became  cool,  and  at  Whiting  the 
wind  blew  three  houses  over  on  their  sides. 

Saturday,  windy  and  wet.  So  that  changing  week 
ended. 

Sunday,  April  27th,  pleasant,  dandelions  in  blossom. 

As  April  closes  many  wild  flowers  are  in  blossom  and 
some  strawberry  vines,  and  of  cultivated  flowers  there  are 
many. 

The  night  of  June  2,  1902,  is  to  be  remembered  for  a 
great  rainfall.  At  ten  o'clock  there  was  much  lightning 
and  quite  heavy  cloud  banks  in  the. north.  About  eleven 
the  rain  began  to  fall  at  Crown  Point.  The  thunder  was 
very  heavy  and  continued  most  of  the  night.  In  the 
morning  the  amount  of  water  on  the  ground  was  a  grand 
sight.  Probably  the  highest  water  in  Crown  Point  since 
July  4,  1873.  The  water  washed  out  some  of  the  sidewalk 
on  Court  street,  south  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Wheeler's.  It  ran  over 
the  walk  on  the  west  of  Main  street  at  the  crossing  of  the 
"Beazar"  and  on  Goldsboro,  at  the  crossing  of  that  ditch, 
it  was  over  the  walk  on  both  sides  of  the   street,  and  on 
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East  street  the  walk  was   afloat    in    different   places.     All 
the  low  lands  were  covered. 

June  6th,  between  4  and  5  in  the  afternoon  there  was 
another  very  heavy  rainfall.  Water  in  gardens  on  North 
street  about  as  high  as  on  June  3rd.  June  and  July  were 
both  wet  months.  The  Calumet  river  was  over  all  the 
lowlands  between  IIi{:;hland  and  Hessville.  There  is  no 
record  known  of  so  much  water  on  the  ground  along  the 
two  railroads  between  Crown  Point  and  Chicago  in  the 
month  of  July  as  in  this  year  of  1902.  Of  course,  the 
Kankakee  Marsh  has  been  flooded. 

A  List  of  Names.  Believing  that  these  reports  and  rec- 
ords will  be  examined  in  1934,  and  that  a  few  living  de- 
scendants of  early  settlers  will  be  grateful  that  some  one 
took  the  time  and  had  the  courage  to  preserve  a  few 
names  which  their  kindred  had  years  ago  hoped,  but 
vainly  hoped,  would  long  remain  on  memorial  stones,  I 
take  the  liberty  this  year  to  report  to  you,  as  pioneer  rep- 
resentatives, the  names  now  to  be  found  in  Crown  Point's 
second  cemetery. 

As  to  the  first,  the  location  of  which  probably  few  now 
know,  I  can  rescue  but  two  names  of  those  laid  away 
there  to  sleep.  These  two  are  the  names  of  Mrs.  Mason, 
the  first  wife  of  Deacon  C.  M.  Mason,  and  Mrs.  Hornor, 
the  first  wife  of  Amos  Hornor,  who  was  once  a  Crown 
Point  belle,  Mary  White,  and  who  died  in  her  young  wo- 
manhood. The  names  of  others  besides  these  two  are  in 
some  of  our  historic  records. 

The  following  are  the  names  found  in  the  second  or 
Old  Cemetery,  taken  from  the  memorial  stones  of  about 
a  hundred  graves  that  have  been   there,  (and  in  many  of 
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ihcAW  the  dust  and  boiios  still  remain),  names  which  some 
day  some  kindred  will  surely  like  to  see  pres(M"\'c:d  on  this 
historical  page,  if  there  is  nothin<r  k-ft  "those  bones  from 
insults  to  protect."     [See  Gray's  I^legy.] 

John  G.  Brownell,  son  of  Alvah  and  Margaret  J^rownell. 

Alfred  R.,  son  of  A.  and  J.  A.  Nichols. 

R.  Jane  Myrick,  wife  of  H.  Myrick. 

"Chapman." 

J.  VV.  Rosencrants. 

William  Rockwell,  74  years  of  age,  and  Napoleon 
Rockwell. 

Louisa  Williams. 

Esther,  wife,  and   Phoebe,  daughter  of   M.  M.  Kellogg. 

Russell  Eddy,  his  wife,  and  Ruth  Ann,  wife  of  D.  K. 
Pettibone,  the  lot  once  nicely  enclosed  with  chains.  These 
stolen. 

Some  will  even  "rob  the  dead,"  or  steal  from  the  rest- 
ing places  of  the  dead. 

Erastus  J.  Sprague. 

Jane,  wife  of  Michael  Duffie,  aged  67  years. 

Elizabeth,  mother  of  Rev.  Wm.  Townley,  71  years 
of  age. 

Joseph  Livingston. 

James  Wright.  80  years  of  age. 

Chloe,  wife  of  J.  L.  Stewart. 

George  W.,  son  of  S.  T.  Snyder. 

Richard  Church,  y2  years  old,  grandfather  of  Edwin 
Church. 

Maria  A.  Bragg,  17  years  of  age,  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Diana  Bragg. 


Kllzabcth,  wife,  Cytha,  daughter,  of  K.  Spra^aie,  the 
wife  58  years  old. 

Harry  Norton,  49  years  of  age. 

Amos  and  Levi  ]?riindage. 

H.  S.  Topping. 

George  Norton,  20  years  of  age. 

Also  six  members  of  the  ]5all  family,  including  Hervey 
Ball,  first  Master  of  Lake  Lodge,  and  Charles  Hall,  Lieu- 
tenant of  1 2th  Indian  Cavalry.  The  names  of  the  other 
four  are,  Mrs.  J.  A.  H.  Ball  and  her  mother,  Mrs.  Elisa- 
beth Morton,  Heman  Ball,  and  Henrietta  Ball.  In  all  36 
names  secured  for  this  record.  Many  others  yet  repose 
there  in  nameless  graves. 

It  would  seem  to  be  quite  sufficient  to  make  one 
ashamed  of  our  civilization  to  spend  an  hour  in  that  de- 
serted cemetery.  Cows  pasture  there  in  the  summer  time, 
but  they  do  not  break  tombstones  nor  carry  off  nice  large 
chains. 
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REPORT,  AUGUST  26,  1903. 

Sixty-three  \Tars  ,i<;o  the  pioneer  settlements  in  Lake 
county  eiuh'd;  hiil  the  pioneer  times,  tlie  manners,  cus- 
toms, usa{:^es,  modes  of  life,  continued  for  ten  more  years, 
until  the  railroad  era  in  the  counties  of  Lake,  Porter,  and 
LaPorte  commenced.  With  the  coming  into  Chicago  of 
the  railroads  from  the  eastward,  as  the  second  half  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century  ojx'ned,  great  changes  began.  These 
have  continued  to  increase  in  number  and  in  quickness  of 
development,  and  we  have  reached  the  third  year  of  this 
Twentieth  Century,  in  the  midst  of  growth,  inventions, 
and  advantages,  which  no  pioneer  could  have  foreseen. 
A  few,  a  very  few  of  them  yet  remain  to  celebrate  with 
us  this  anniversar)'  day.  I  hope  they  come,  as  we  all 
ought  to  come,  with  grateful  hearts,  feeling  our  depend- 
ence on  the  God  of  our  fathers  who  has  spared  our  lives 
and  loaded  us  with   blessings. 

Many  have  left  us  in  the  year's  swift  flight.  They  are 
not  here  to-day,  the\'  will  come  no  more.  Of  them  all, 
this  empty  chair  with  its  black  drapery  may  remind  us,  and 
especially  of  one  whose  \'oice  we  miss,  sadly  miss,  as  we 
gather  here,  who  was  a  friend  to  us  all,  ever  ready  to 
speak  words  of  warm  welcome  and  of  cheer,  known  to 
so  many  thousands  as  Hon.  Bartlett  Woods.  P'or  him  as 
for  many  others  we  mourn  to-day.  These  or  some  of 
these  others,  as  they  have  a  place  upon  our  record,  I  will 
briefly  name: 

I.  Mrs.  Volne}'  }L)lton,in  girlhood  Martha  Jane  Coch- 
rane, was  born  August   lO,  1823.  was  a  resident  for  many 


years  in  this  county,  and  died  al)Out  six  p.  m.,  Aiij:riist  28, 
1902,  on  the  first  day  after  our  last  anniversary,  l)einj^^  79 
years  of  aj^e,     lUnaal  Aui^ust  31st. 

2.  On  that  same  last  day  of  Anpj-ust,  1902,  there 'was 
committed  to  the  earth  the  bod\'  of  Mrs.  Geor;.^e  Wood- 
bridge,  an  active  Christian  woman  and  Sunday  School 
worker,  88  years  of  ay;e.  She  and  her  husband.  Rev. 
George  Woodbridge,  were,  with  the  IIum]:)hr(:y  family, 
pioneer  settlers  on  Eagle  Creek  Prairie,  where  is  now  the 
village  of  Palmer. 

3.  Mrs.  M.  M.  Ksty,  the  mother  of  Herbert  M.  Esty 
and  of  Dr.  A.  S.  Cutler,  of  Kankakee,  also  of  Leslie  Cut- 
ler, late  of  Creston;  died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Herbert 
M.,  Wednesday  night,  October  8,  1902.  Born  in  Massa- 
chusetts, May  26,  1 818,  she  was  in  the  85th  year  of 
her  age. 

4.  Cassius  M.  Ta)dor,  oldest  son  of  O.  G.  Taylor,  born 
December  31,  1847,  niarried  to  Annie  E.  McCarty,  Janu- 
ary 31,  1877,  a  merchant  for  many  years  at  Creston,  died 
October  22,  1902.     Age  nearly  55  years. 

5.  Mrs.  J.  S.  Holton,for  many  years  a  well-known  res- 
ident of  Crown  Point,  died  at  her  home  on  Main  street* 
November  loth,  61  years  of  age. 

6.  Mrs.  S.  Woodbridge,  wife  of  the  station  agent  at 
Ross,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Philip  a  talented  writer  and  an 
author,  died  November  8,  1902. 

7.  J.  L.  Work^y,  who  was  over  80  years  of  age  when 
last  present  in  our  assembly,  which  was  not  later  than 
1901,  passed  away  also  in  November.  The  burial  services 
were  held  at  Lowell,  Sunday,  November  22,  1902. 
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8.  Oil  the  next  Tuesday,  November  25,  died  at  his 
West  Creek  home,  Josiah  15.  I^ailey,  who  was  born  at  Door 
Villaj^e,  October  23,  1835,  '^'^^^^  ^"^^^  ^'^^'^  ^  pioneer  child  of 
LaPorte  county,  but  for  many  years  had  resichxl  in  Lake 
county.      He  was  67  years  of  age. 

9.  On  Tuesday,  December  23,  1902,  there  was  brought 
from  Hammond  to  Crown  Point  for  burial,  the  body  of 
Charles  F.  Griffin,  who  was  a  Crown  Point  boy,  became  a 
lawyer,  was  elected  Secretary  of  State  of  Indiana  while 
residing  in  Crown  Point,  and  after  his  term  of  office  ex- 
pired had  made  his  home  at  Hammond,  where  he  died  on 
Saturday,  December  20,  1902,  being  still  in  the  prime  of 
life,  about  46  years  of  age.  Ambitious  and  successful  in 
obtaining  several  desired  positions,  never  having  vigorous 
health,  he  passed  rapidly  through  a  comparatively  short 
life. 

10.  On  Wednesday,  December  31,  at  6  p.  m.,  near  the 
close  of  the  year  1902,  there  died  at  her  home  in  Crown 
Point,  Mrs.  Dillabaugh,  Mar}^  Snyder,  wife  of  Adam  Dilla- 
baugh,  58  years  of  age. 

11.  On  Monday,  January  5,  1903,  died  at  the  family 
home,  Mrs.  B.  Williams,  who  was  Maria  J.  Farmer,  and 
was  born  in  Lake  county  March  20,  1837.  She  was  not 
quite  66  years  of  age. 

12.  William  Ross,  a  grandson  of  Lake  county's  first 
pioneer  settler,  died  Wednesday  morning,  January  14, 
1903,  about  67  years  of  age. 

13.  On  Saturday,  February  21,  James  Goff,  born  Sep- 
tember 26,  1830,  died  at  his  home  in  Crown  Point.  He 
was  one  of  the  few  citizens  of  Lake  county  who  had  never 
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leanuHl  to  read  and  write.      lie  was   considered   quite  ac- 
curate in  his  weather  predictions.      He  was    y2  years  old. 

14.  Mrs.  De  Witt  Clinton  Taylor  of  Creston.  a  mem- 
ber'of  the  Palmer  family,  horn  at  South  l^end,  April  26, 
1 83 1,  who  came  to  Lake  county  in  1844,  <Ji^'<J  February 
26,  of  this  year,  nearly  "j-z  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Taylor  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  white  girl  born  in  what  is  now 
the  city  of  South  Bend. 

15.  On  the  next  Saturday,  February  28,  there  died  at 
Lowell  a  young  and  successful  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  Lake  county,  one  who  had  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tages of  education  and  had  devoted  a  few  years  of  her 
young  life  in  helping  others  to  secure  these  advantages, 
Cora  Sargeant,  daughter  of  T.  Sargeant  and  wife  of  Eagle 
Creek,  now  of  Lowell,  one  of  the  t\vin  sisters  of  Eagle 
Creek,  Ora  and  Cora,  and  of  a  true  pioneer  family.  Such 
as  she  are  sadly  missed. 

16.  On  Tuesday,  May  19,  1903,  died  at  Hammond, 
Leonard  VV.  Thompson,  a  pioneer  settler  in  Lake  county 
in  1839,  born  July  14,  1814,  a  citizen  of  City  West  in  Por- 
ter county  in  1837,  and  a  resident  for  many  years  in  Crown 
Point.  He  was  nearly  89  years  of  age.  He  was  connect- 
ed with  the  Phillips  and  Muzzall  families,  all  pioneers. 

17.  Mrs.  Flint,  Lydia  ¥.  Smith,  born  in  Franklin  coun- 
ty, New  York,  July  16,  1825,  married  to  William  Flint 
August  $,  1846,  becoming  an  early  settler  here  in  1859, 
having  resided  for  the  last  thirty  years  with  her  sister, 
Mrs.  C.  N.  Morton,  died  May  22,  1903,  nearly  78  years 
of  age. 

18.  Died  at  Lowell,  July  17,  1903,  Dr.  A.  A.  Gerrish, 
a  physician  and  money  maker  at  Lowell  for  many  years, 
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his  accumulations  reported  at  some  $250,000.  Having  no 
wife,  no  children,  an  unmarried  man,  his  will  gave  the 
entire  amount  to  a  New  Hampshire  niece. 

19.  In  the  evening  of  July  16,  was  found  dead  in  his 
orchard  near  Creston,  the  body  of  Clinton  A.  Taylor,  who 
.was  born  December  26,  1854,  and  was  not  quite  49  years 
of  age. 

20.  On  Saturday,  August  8,  1903,  died  at  his  home  near 
Elliot  station  in  Ross  township,  George  T.  Phillips,  born 
in  1821,  a  resident  of  Lake  county  since  1836.  Age  81 
years,  7  months,  24  days.  He  left  to  represent  him  seven 
sons  and  fifteen  grandchildren. 

21.  It  seems  appropriate  to  make  some  record  here  of 
the  death  of  one  who  was  not  a  resident  of  our  county, 
but  whose  life  and  labors  extended  over  a  portion  of  it, 
as  well  as  over  a  part  of  his  own  county,  Rev.  J.  N.  Bu- 
chanan of  Hebron.  He  was  born  December  12,  1824,  in 
Ohio,  of  "Scotch-Irish  parentage."  He  was  ordained 
November  26,  185 1,  and  soon  became  pastor  at  Hebron, 
his  parish  extending  over  the  southeastern  part  of  Lake 
county.  Forty-six  years  he  was  "in  the  active  work  of 
the  ministry,"  and  died  April  2,  1903,  78  years  of  age, 
having  continued  to  be  active  in  church  work,  "preaching, 
conducting  funerals,  and  officiating  at  weddings,"  through 
the  last  six  years  of  his  life,  (see  Hebron  paper),  making 
an  "active  period  of  ministry  of  fifty-two  years." 

22.  And  here  is  another  record:  On  Friday,  March  20, 
1903.  there  was  brought  to  Crown  Point  for  burial  the 
body  of  Sarah  Josephine  Rowins,a  great-granddaughter  of 
Solon  Robinson,  born  at   Crown    Point,  January  10,  1881. 
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At  noon  the  \\\\\W  hoarsen  thai  bore  the  casket  started 
from  the  li^rie  staticMi  for  the  cemetery,  preceded  by  four 
carrla^^es  and  followed  by  six  coiUainiii<^  Crown  Point  and 
Englewood  relatixes  and  friends.  The  services  at  the 
cemetery  were  conducted  by  the  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
church,  Rev.  Mr.  Drake. 

Not  only  do  the  pioneer  settlers  pass  away,  but  their 
youn<^  descendants  also  are  leaving  year  by  year  the 
shores  of  time.  To  these  as  well  as  to  the  aged  the  cour- 
tesies of  life  suggest  that  a  due  respect  be  shown  by  our 
Association.  Certainly,  names  recorded  here  will  not 
immediately  pass  into  forgetful ness. 

23,  Died  on  Sunday  morning,  August  i6th  of  this  year, 
Thomas  Craft,  for  many  years  a  resident  at  the  south  part 
of  Orchard  Grove,  but  of  late  a  citizen  of  Lowell.  Age 
77  years.  A  very  kindly  hearted  man,  a  good  friend.  He 
was  not  a  real  pioneer  but  had  lived  in  the  county  about 
fifty  years  and  was  interested  in  our  historical  works. 

24.  I  close  this  division  of  my  report  with  the  name 
with  which  it  commenced,  the  name  of  our  departed  friend, 
Hon.  Bartlett  Woods,  for  whom  more  especially,  yet  in- 
cluding all  the  others,  this  chair  before  us  was  draped. 
He  died,  full  of  years  and  honor,  at  the  home  of  his  son 
north  of  Crown  Point,  May  i,  1903,  aged  84  years,  9 
months,  and  15  days. 


Of  the  true  pioneers,  those  who  were  men  and  women 
in  1840,  and  who  are  now  84  years  of  age,  there  are 
left  Mr.  W.  A.  Clark  and  Mrs.  H.  Van  Hollen.  What 
others  there  may  be  I  do  not  know.     There  are  others  of 
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that  age  but  they  were  not  here  in  1840.  Of  pioneer 
children  who  are  now  from  63  to  83  years  of  age  there  are 
Nathan  Wood  and  his  brother  Augusliis  Wood,  John  Wil- 
kinson, J.  Kenney  of  Orchard  Grove,  William  A.  Taylor, 
Henry  Surprise,  T.  H.  Hall,  and  probably  several  others^ 
also  Mrs.  Phillips  of  Elliot,  so  lately  left  a  widow,  Miss 
VanValkenburg  her  sister,  their  father  a  settler  in  1835  ^^ 
1836,  Mrs.  Josephine  Strait,  Mrs.  Susan  Clark,  Mrs.  Will- 
iam Fisher,  Mrs.  Thomas  Fisher,  Mrs.  J.  Fisher,  Mrs.  M. 
J.  Cutler;  also,  perhaps  the  youngest  of  the  pioneer  chil- 
dren, Mr.  John  Brown.  Of  others,  children  and  grand- 
children of  pioneers,  born  after  1840  there  are  many.  Of 
old  or  early  settlers  there  are  very  many. 

OUR  CITIES.  We  have  now  three  incorporated  cities: 
Hammond,  East  Chicago,  and  Whiting. 

Hammond  is  not  specially  growing.  That  which  made 
it  at  first,  when  in  1873  it  was  known  as  the  State  Line 
Slaughter  House,  and  which  afterwards  became  the  great 
G.  H.  Hammond  packing  house,  has  been  removed  or 
closed  up  as  to  business. 

I  think  this  record  is  reliable:  Business  closed  at  the 
Hammond  Slaughter  House  May  12,  1903,  the  payment 
to  the  men  on  that  day  amounting  to  ;S20,ooo,  a  few  hogs 
butchered  on  that  day  ending  the  work  commenced  there 
about  i86g. 

The  other  large  interest  at  Hammond,  the  W.  B. 
Conkey  Printing  and  Publishing  Establishment  has  not 
been  going  on  smoothly  on  account  of  its  nearness  to 
Chicago,  and  the  influence  of  the  unions  and  strikes  of 
that  great  citv. 
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Yet  Ilammoiul  has  one  jrrancl  biiildin.!:^  which  is  likely 
lon^^  to  remain,  a  luiiulrcd  Ihousancl  dollar  court  house 
now  nearly  compl(!ted.  To  whatever  use  it  may  finally 
he  put,  this  fine  looking,  niassix'e  structure  shows  the  .cren- 
erosity  of  the  Commissioners  of  Lake  county. 

l^>ast  Chicago,  hax^ing  in  its  north(\istern  quarter  that 
suburb  called  Indiana  Harbor,  is  this  year  the  growing 
city  of  the  county.  If  the  "suburb"  does  not  become  a 
separate  city,  for  its  growth  the  past  year  is  remarkable 
and  cannot  be  given  here  in  any  detail,  East  Chicago  is 
likely  to  become  the  city  of  the  county. 

In  January  of  this  year  the  tounders  of  East  Chicago 
met  in  their  opera  house  in  what  the\'  called  an  Old  Set- 
tlers' meeting.  In  the  course  of  the  meeting  their  city 
attorney  saicl^that  East  Chicago  would  never  be  annexed 
to  Mammond,.but  the  day  would  come  when  East  Chi- 
cago would  annex  Hammond.  The  mayor  of  Hammond 
made  a  strong  effort  to  get  a  bill  through  *the  last  State 
Legislature  to  unite  East  Chicago  and  "Whiting  with 
Hammond.     He  failed. 

East  Chicago  has  manifested  much  enterprise  in  im- 
proving the  city  public  schools  the  past  year.  Superin- 
tendent Smith  and  his  assistants  deserve  much  commen- 
dation in  promoting  the  department  of  "manual  training 
work,"  in  "construction,  drawing,  and  color  work."  De- 
tails are  omitted. 

One  record  is  placed  here  clipped  from  a  county  paper 
of  North  township:  "Thirty-one  boats  of  all  classes  were 
anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Indiana  Harbor  last  .Saturday 
evening,"  June  6,   1903.     How  large  any  of  these  ships 
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werc  the  paper  did  not  state.  The  harbor  is  not  yet  rc^ady 
for  ships  of  lar^e  dimensions. 

The  young  city  of  Whiting  is  also  ha\ing  a  steady  and 
quite  rapid  growth.  From  a  well  writtcMi  late  editorial 
on  ''Whiting's  Growth,"  I  copy  a  few  statements,  gixing 
the  substance,  not  the  exact  words. 

About  fourteen  years  ago  there  were  half  a  dozen  small 
houses  where  the  Standard  Oil  Company  selected  its  loca- 
tion. About  seven  years  ago  the  town  was  incorporated, 
and  a  remarkable  and  steady  growth  has  continued.  As 
one  illustration,  in  Central  Park  addition, ''opened  \\\)  two 
years  ago  this  spring,"  there  have  been  built  "fifty-one 
substantial  residences  and  business  blocks." 

Leaving  these  cities,  there  has  been  growth  also  in  the 
towns  and  villages.  In  Lowell,  the  agricultural  center, 
quite  an  amount  of  building  has  been  done,  and  a  few 
improvements  have  been  made  in  Crown  Point.  On  P^ast 
street  two  good  dwelling  houses  have  been  erected,  one 
by  Frank  Meeker,  P2sq.,  and  the  other  by  Michael  Plen- 
derlong.  The  dwelling  house  of  J.  ¥.  Rowins  has  been 
repaired  and  painted  a  bright  green,  a  few  other  houses 
now  wearing  the  same  bright  color,  and  W.  PL  Vansciver's 
home  on  P2ast  street  is  a  brilliant  red,  perhaps  the  richest, 
brightest  looking  colored  house  now  in  the  county.  To 
be  appreciated  it  should  be  seen  amid  the  bright  green 
hues  of  the  summer  on  the  shade  trees  around  it. 

The  brick  building  erected  this  summer  by  J.  J.  Wheel- 
er for  the  Star  office,  standing  on  a  historic  spot  where 
in  1834  was  built  the  first  dwelling  house  in  what  became 
Crown  Point,  is  a  noteworthy  addition  to  the  town.     It  is 
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sixty  feet  deep  fr()in  cast  to  west,  aiul  twent\'-f()ur  and 
one-half  wide.  It  contains,  it  is  said,  the  most  costly 
machinery  in  the  county  for  a  printinj^-  office;  is  well  sup- 
plied with  presses  for  its  j)aper  and  job  work,  and  in  its 
general  appearance  is  very  clean  and  neat. 

There  are  now  in  process  of  construction  three  lar[;e 
dwelling  houses,  one  on  East  street  by  W.  L.  All  man,  the 
style  of  building  what  is  called  Dutch  Colonial;  one  by 
Jay  S.  Crawford,  and  one  by  J.  Meyer  of  Cedar  Lake,  and 
the  names  of  the  owners  are  a  good  guarantee  that  they 
will  be  well  built  and  well  furnished,  taking  rank  among 
the  best  mansions  in  Crown  Point. 

SPECIAL  P:VENTS.  Double  Silver  Wedding.  The 
following  is  quoted  from  one  of  our  journals.  The  day 
referred  to  was  P'ebruary  12,  1903.  The  record  appears 
as  an  editorial: 

"Last  Thursday  was  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  wed- 
ding of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mat.  Lauerman  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Card  of  Cedar  Lake,  and  the  event  was  celebrated  by  a 
double  wedding  at  the  Hanover  Center  Catholic  church, 
after  which  a  sumptuous  dinner  was  serxx'd.  P^our  priests 
were  in  attendance,  and  over  250  guests  assembled  to 
congratulate  the  two  married  couples  upon  the  occasion 
of  their  passing  the  25th  milestone  of  wedded  life." 

On  the  next  day,  February  13th,  C.  Scheidler,  haxing 
started  at  Cedar  Lake  a  bell  foundry,  made  the  first  cast 
of  a  nine-inch  bell,  called  "a  fine  piece  of  work,"  and  he 
had  then  under  way  three  large  bells,  lie  claims  to  be 
able  to  make  superior  bells. 

On  Sunday,  July  12th,  was  laid   the  corner  stone  of  the 

new  church  building  at  Dyer,  the  old   one   having  been 
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dcstro^'cd  by  fire.  Accordin^^^  to  the  |)ii]:»lishr(l  rcpoit 
as  many  as  three  thousaiul  people  were  i:)resent,  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Bishop  from  Fort  Wayne,  "assisted  by  fit- 
teen  priests,  with  api>ropriate  ceremonic^s,  laid  the  corner 
stone."  The  report  as  published  also  states  that  on  the 
grounds  were  "all  kinds  of  innocent  amusements,  ice- 
cream and  soft  drinks,"  and  that  "a  grand  dinner  was 
served  in  three  rooms  of  the  public  school  building."  It 
was  evidently  a  great  day  for  the  Roman  Catholic  po])u- 
lation  of  the  county.  The  word  "Roman"  distinguishes 
this  church  from  Dr.    Dowie's  Christian    Catholic  church. 

As  another  special  event,  also  religious,  the  following 
is  recorded  here,  condensed  from  the  published  accoimt. 
The  date  is  June  3,  1903:  "The  rite  of  circumcision  was 
celebrated  at  the  house  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Julius  Friedman 
last  Wednesday  afternoon.  The  twin  sons  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Friedman  were  circumcised,  the  Rabbi  Gordon  of 
Chicago,  performing  the  ceremony."  One  boy  was  named 
Max  and  the  other  Bernard.  "About  sixty-five  relatives 
and  fri(MKls  of  the  family  were  present,"  some  from  Min- 
neapolis, some  from  Springfield,  some  from  Chicago. 
Among  the  presents,  were,  a  diamond  ring  for  each  bo}', 
an  enameled  iron  bed  with  brass  trimmings,  a  chain  and 
locket  for  each,  and  from  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  two  gold 
baby  rmgs.  Whatever  may  be  our  religious  faith,  it 
ought  to  be  of  interest  to  us  all  to  know  that  the  old  rite 
of  circumcision,  given  to  that  great  man  Abraham  nearly 
four  thousand  years  ago,  is  religiously  obser\ed  in  this 
county  of  Lake. 

Among  these  special  events  have  been  some  sad  ones 
called  accidents,     Among   these   I   place  on  this  record 
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the  drowning  of  young  Eugene  Harrison.  On  a  Thurs- 
day afternoon,  not  long  ago,  date  not  given,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harrison,  with  their  two  sons,  Eugene  and  George,  went 
for  a  walk  along  the  beach  of  Lake  Michigan.  The  two 
boys,  as  boys  would  (juite  naturally  he  inclined  to  do,  went 
out  a  little  distance  on  what  is  called  the  Standard  pier. 
Cue  of  them  fell  off  into  the  water  about  twelve  feet 
deep  and  it  was  nearly  an  hour  before  the  body  was  taken 
from  the  water.  It  is  said,  "Eugene  was  a  bright  and  ac- 
tive little  fellow,  and  was  eight  years  of  age."  He  ven- 
tured into  danger  and  lost  his  life. 

Of  events  at  Crown  Point  this  summer,  the  saddest  has 
been  the  death  of  Miss  Mabel  Dessmier,  the  elder  daugh- 
ter of  the  pastor  of  the  German  Methodist  church.  She 
had  passed  from  girlhood  into  young  womanhood  during 
her  father's  residence  here,  had  attended  the  Crown  Point 
High  School,  had  become  quite  proficient  in  music,  was 
teaching  a  large  class  of  music  pupils  at  Hammond,  was 
very  ambitious,  talented,  and  brilliant,  and  passed  out  of 
life  here  amid  circumstances  of  unusual  sadness.  She 
slipped  out  of  the  stream  of  active  life  so  suddenh',  so 
unexpectedly,  as  to  almost  startle  us.  One  Saturday  at 
the  Fair  Ground,  among  her  young  associates,  and  the 
next  Saturday  with  disease  rapidly  doing  its  work  upon 
a  system  not  vigorous  and  past  all  human  help.  That 
very  night  she  passed  over  the  viewless  river.  May  30, 
1903.     Age,  18  years. 

A  Church  wedding  is  the  event  to  come  next  in  this 
report.  Sorrow  and  joy  are  near  neighbors  in  this  world. 
The  E^st  Chicago  Globe  §ays;  "The  first  church  wedding 
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to  take  place  in  any  of  the  Protestant  churches  of  I^ast 
Chica<^o,  was  celebrated  at  the  M.  V..  church  last  W^nlnes- 
day  evening,  [January  28,  1903,]  at  8  o'clock.  About  four 
hundred  quests  had  been  inxited,  and  (!\'erv  seat  in  the 
church  rooms  was  occupied.  It  was  a  brilliant  affair." 
The  i^arties  were,  Mr.  Henry  Johnson,  a  railroad  engineer, 
and  Miss  Anne  Alyea. 

In  Commerciel  Life.  In  December,  1902,  there  was 
authorized  to  do  banking  business  by  the  Comptroller  of 
the  currency,  The  First  National  Bank  of  Whiting.  Cap- 
ital, ;^$o,ooo.  Cashier,  G.  H.  Wilson;  President,  Callus 
J.  Bader. 

The  following  notice  of  the  Dickinson  Re-union  is  in- 
serted here  from  the  Secretary,  Mrs.  Minnie  Dickinson. 

The  fifth  annual  re-union  of  the  Dickinson  families  waS 
held  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  S.  A.  Dummond,  September  6, 
1902.  The  weather  was  just  such  a  day  as  all  would  wish 
for.  They  began  to  assemble  at  an  early  hour  and  speiit 
a  most  enjoyable  da3^  As  the  hour  of  twelve  approached 
a  long  table  was  spread  beneath  the  shade  trees.  From 
the  well  filled  baskets  it  was  loaded  with  all  the  good 
things  one  could  ask  for.     Rev.  Murphy  gave  thanks. 

After  Dinner  H.  Dummond  took  a  sketch  of  the  smil- 
ing faces,  A.  G.  Slocumb  showered  the  children  with  pea. 
nuts.  The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  eating  ice 
cream  and  in  social  chat.  The  total  number  present  was 
59.  Near  4:30  p.  m.,  the  President  called  the  meeting  to 
order.  The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read,  officers 
elected.  Alonzo  Dickinson  was  elected  President;  I\Irs. 
Minnie  Dickinson,  Secretary.     Rev.  Murphy  then  gave  a 
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short  talk,  which  was  well  received.  S.  E.  Dickinson  re- 
quested that  the  next  meeting  be  held  at  his  place.  This 
request  was  favored  by  all.  As  the  day  was  well  spent 
and  evening  shadows  were  gathering,  they  adjourned  to 
meet  the  first  Saturday  in  September,  1903,  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  E.  Dickinson. 

Mrs.   Minnie  Dickinson,  Sect'y. 

Visitors  in  1902  and  1903.  Several  former  residents 
have  been  in  the  county  this  year  as  visitors.  The  names 
of  all  have  not  come  into  my  hands.  Among  them  were 
Mrs.  Lillian  Campbell  of  Norris,  Montana,  a  granddaugh- 
ter of  Dr.  James  A.  Wood  of  Lowell;  Mr.  Clinton  Dutton 
fr'oiTl  Nebraska,  who  had  been  absent  from  the  county 
many  years;  also  Mr.  A.  A.  Winslow  and  wife  from  Bel- 
gium, where  he  had  been  U.  S.  consul  for  four  years;  and 
one  other  name  has  reached  this  record,  Mrs.  Sarah  Willi- 
son  of  Lewiston,  Idaho,  who  was  known  among  us  as  Miss 
Sarah  Kenney,  a  prominent  teacher  in  this  county  in  1S67. 
All  these  are  representatives  of  early  and  prominent 
families. 

Oldest  Married  Couple.  I  found  this  year  at  Lowell, 
as  Lam  quite  sure,  the  oldest  married  people  in  the  coun- 
ty, Mr.  Leander  Vostburg,  born  June  14,  1811,  and  his 
wife,  who  was  Content  Salisbury,  and  was  born  May  11, 
l8n.  They  were  married  in  1840,  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  i858.  They  were  both  well  and  active  July  i6th, 
92  years  of  age. 

School  Population.  The  school  enumeration  for  last 
May  gave  13,490  children,  an  increase  since  last  year  of 
615  children.  Of  this  increase  507  or  518  are  in  East  Chi- 
cago, leaving  an  increase  for  Hammond,  Whiting,  and  the 
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rest  oiF  the  county  c^f  nearly  lOO.  "Indiana  Harbor  and 
]^erry  school  census  for  1903,  is  390;  l^asl  Chica<(o  and 
Steiglitz  Park  13 10,  making-  a  total  of  I700,"for  the  entire 
corporation  limits  of  East  Chicago.  These  figures  show 
which  is  now  the  most  rapidly  growing  of  our  cities. 

Number  of  Graduates  from  our  High  Schools:  From 
Crown  Point,  II  young  women  and  5  young  men,  16;  from 
East  Chicago,  2  young  women  and  4  young  men,  6;  from 
Whiting,  4  young  women  and  i  young  man,  5;  from  Ham- 
mond, in  all,  12;  from  Lowell,  in  all,  14;  from  Plobart, 
graduates,  2.     Total,  so  far  as  reported,  55. 

The  schools  are  considered  to  be  prosperous.  The 
manual  training  work  done  at  East  Chicago  has  been  else- 
where mentioned. 

In  the  last  few  years  a  large  interest  has  been  taken  in 
athletic  exercises.  The  highest  pole  vaulter  this  summer 
was  Harold  Iddings  of  Merrillville.  Heighth  of  bar  nine 
feet  nine  inches.  The  fastest  runner  of  the  county  this 
summer  is  Clay  M.  Foster  of  Crown  Point.  Speed,  220 
yards,  or  40  rods  passed  over  in  twenty-one  and  one- 
fourth  seconds,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  one  mile  in  two 
minutes  and  fit}^  seconds,  equal  to  a  speed  of  about  twenty 
miles  an  hour. 

The  Historical  Secretary  ventures  to  add  here  that 
while  in  school  life  we  are  making  good  records  m  several 
particulars,  yet  we  are  not  doing  very  great  things  in 
training  young  men  for  writers  or  orators.  And  it  cer- 
tainly is  not  wise  for  the  young  people  trained  in  our 
schools  to  be  led  to  feel  that  they  are  in  advance  largely 
of  the  generation  that  went  before  them.  Says  a  truly 
noted  man  of  Europe, 
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"Say   not  our  aj^c   is   wiser;   if  it  be, 
It  is  tlu!  wisdom  which  tlic  past  has  {^i\('ii 
That  makes  it  so;" 
and  this  fccliii<^"  of  humility  is  in  accordance  with  the  spir- 
it wliich  a  pro|)er  study  of  the  ))ast  inculcates,  as   repre- 
sentati\'e  men  in  large  assemblic:s  say  of  their  forefathers, 
"There  were  giants  in  those  days." 

1  hazard  little  in  saying  that  no  one  now  in  our  county 
can  easily  excel  in  speech  or  writing  the  founder  of  Crowni 
Point,  Solon  Robinson;  or  begin  to  compete  in  writing 
long  poems  with  our  pioneer  farmer,  John  Underwood; 
and  1  know  of  no  one  who  can  fill  the  place  so  lately  made 
vacant  by  our  departed  friend,  Hon.  Bartlett  Woods.  It 
is  well  for  the  young  to  know  and  to  remember  that  many 
of  our  pioneer  men  and  women  were  educated  and  capable, 
and  that  they  will  do  well  to  strive  to  equal  them  in 
achievments. 

A  Few  Other  Items.  The  following  weather  record 
was  made  February  i6th,  Monday:  "A  snow  fall  com- 
menced here  on  Saturday  evening,  the  13th  fall  of  snow 
for  this  winter,  and  has  not  ended  yet.  It  was  considered 
to  be  18  inches  deep  this  morning,  and  it  is  much  deeper 
now." 

The  storms  of  this  summer,  disastrous  in  many  parti,  of 
the  country,  have  not  been  severe  in  Lake  county.  Each 
year  we  pray  for  protection,  and,  as  yet  no  dread  cyclone 
sweeps  across  our  borders.  The  rains  have  been  what  we 
could  gratefully  call  very  seasonable,  yet  the  lightning 
has  set  fire  to  some  barns  and  caused  quite  a  little  loss  to 
a  few  farmers.  Vegetation  was  quite  earl)'.  Dandelions 
in  blossom  by  the  middle  of  April;    strawberry  blossoms 
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April  2ist  in  Crown  I'oinl.  May  22n(l  there  was  quite  a 
hea\y  thunder  storni.  A  hea\  y  ha>'  crop.  i\  f^oocl  sum- 
mer for  potatoes,  and  unusual!}'  jj^ood  for  blackberries. 
Apples  are  abundant,  small  sweet  apples  were  selling  in 
Crown  I'oint,  Auj^ust  19th,  for  ten  cents  a  peck.  Small 
fruit,  exce))t  cherries,  has  been  abundant.  Sexeral  -per- 
sons in  Crown  i\:)int  have  had  this  year  lar<^e  beds  of 
strawberries.  At  least  one  of  these  has  realized  ten  and 
twelve  cents  a  box  for  his  berries  by  furnishing  families. 
At  the  stores  for  a  time  the  retail  price  was  six  and  a 
fourth  cents,  but  more  generally  ten  cents  a  box,  supi)osed 
to  be  a  (juart.  Some  plum  trees  in  Crown  Point  in  this 
month  of  August  are  loaded  heavily  with  fruit,  and  they 
were  not  sprayed.  A  late  frost  injured  pear  blossoms. 
The  nights  have  been  generally  cool  this  summer.  In 
June  the  mercury  in  the  morning  marked  50  degrees,  54 
and  60,  and  July  12th  only  42  degrees.  In  Jul}'  came  some 
warm  nights,  and  the  last  day  of  June  was  hot.  Jul}'  ist, 
76  degrees,  2nd  70,  3rd  76,  at  6  o'cloc^<  4th  80,  7th  about 
70,  lOth  72,  nth  70,  13th  down  to  60,  26th  about  70,  and 
the  hot  nights  ceased.  Corn  during  these  hot  July  nights 
and  days  ,  amid  frequent  showers,  grew  with  great  rapid- 
ity. The  August  nights  have  been  cool.  The  following 
are  the  figures  of  the  mercury  in  the  mornings,  beginning 
with  August  1st:  58,  66,  68,  68,  66,  56,  60,  60,  58,  this  was 
the  loth  and  katydids  commenced  their  summer  music. 
54,  58,  60,  62,  62,  64,  60,  66,  60,  60,  24th  74,  25th  76,  26th 
64  degrees.  On  the  whole  the  year  has  been  a  prosper- 
ous one  for  the  farming  community.  Not  much  wasting 
sickness  has  been  among  us. 

The  increase  of  material  wealth  is  abundant.     The  fol- 
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lovvin^f  statement  is  from  the  Lake  County  Star: 

"Lake  Count)'  Growlnj^^  Rich.  The  total  assessment  of 
values  in  Lake  counlv  this  sprin^^  foots  up  ^20,003, 755, 
real  estate  included,  as  aj^^iinst  $16,624,967  in  1899  when 
real  estate  was  also  assessed.  This  is  a  ;:(ain  of  5>3,378,788 
in  four  years,  and  the  raise  is  found  to  be  on  all  classes  of 
property.  Town  and  city  lots  take  the  lead  in  \'aluatioi^, 
the  gain  on  them  in  the  last  four  years  amounting  to  a 
million,  and  that  on  acre  property  over  a  half  million^ 
The  balance  of  about  a  million  and  a  half  falls  on  per- 
sonal property." 

Two  Added  Records.  As  the  month  of  Noxember, 
1902,  draws  to  a  close,  one  of  the  old  landmarks  in  Crown 
Point  is  disappearing  from  view.  This  is  the  old  log 
house,  built  by  Solon  Robinson,  which  has  been  standing 
northwest  of  the  northwest  corner  of  the  public  square 
on  Court  street,  back  of  a  row  of  large  locust  trees,  be- 
yond the  memory  of  most  of  the  present  inhabitants  of 
Crown  Point.  Having  siding  on  the  outside,  perhaps 
some  did  not  know  it  was  built  of  logs.  This  house  has 
a  history  such  as  belongs  to  no  other  in  Crown  Point,  and 
now  that  men  are  taking  down  the  building  is  a  fitting 
time  to  commit  to  the  "art  preservative,"  as  someone  has 
called  printing,  some  of  this  history.  Here,  as  the  rec- 
ord says,  **At  a  meeting  of  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of 
Lake  county,  held  at  the  house  of  Solon  Robinson  on  the 
fourth  of  July,  1836,"  was  organized  "The  Squatters'  Un- 
ion of  Lake  Coimty." 

In  1837  t^"*^  house  was  opened  by  its  hospitable  owners 
se\eral  times  for  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  imtil  a 
more  roomy  place  was   provided   by   the   erection   of  the 
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"L()<;-  Court  House."  For  many  years  it  was  the  home  of 
the  Robinsou  family,  the  father  and  mother,  two  sons 
and  two  daughters,  and  often  various  guests,  and  there 
the  youth  and  beauty  of  the  early  Crown  Point  sometimes 
met  for  dancing  and  for  visits  and  other  social  entertain- 
ment. They  dance  in  larger  rooms  now.  But  the  \'aried 
forms  of  life  which  were  in  and  about  those  log  walls,  for 
the  first  twelve  years  after  the  logs  were  formed  into  a 
dwelling  house  for  man,  cannot  be  expressed  in  a  few 
printed  words;  nor  can  the  life  tor  forty  years  afterward, 
for  a  part  of  which  time  the  house  was  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Calista  Young,  where  her  aged  mother  died  in  1884,  and 
in  the  same  year  her  mother's  sister's  son,  Mr.  Clement 
Brown,  after  a  residence  of  about  five  years,  and  where 
her  son,  Charles  Young,  grew  up  to  manhood.  Deserted 
as  the  old  house  has  looked  for  the  last  few  years,  it  was 
for  many  long  years  a  bright  home  for  Dr.  L.  G.  Iredell 
of  Chicago,  and  her  sister  and  brothers,  and  besides  these 
four,  for  childhood  and  youth  and  age.  It  was  a  living 
and  inviting  home  when  Solon  Robinson,  its  first  owner, 
made  his  last  visit  to  Crown  Point  with  his  Florida  wife, 
Mrs.  Young  then  having  charge  of  the  home. 

Only  a  part  of  the  old  building  was  removed  in  Novem- 
ber, and  so  the  other  record  here,  is:  March  2,  1903,  Mon- 
day. To-da)^  the  remaining  part  of  the  Robinson  house 
was  removed  to  make  way  for  the  printing  office  soon  to 
be  erected  on  this  spot  by  J.  J.  Wheeler,  whose  vvife  is  a 
granddaughter  of  the  old  house  builder.  And  so  the  spot 
where  was  for  many  years  the  bright  home  of  the  Robin- 
son family,  where  ministers  of  the  Gospel  have  been  wel- 
comed and  have  preached   that  Gospel,  where  births  and 
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deaths  have  been,  and  where  th(!  younjr  and  the  aged 
have  often  met,  is  soon  to  be,  and  probably  for  many 
years  to  come,  the  home  of  journalism,  the  abode  of 
printing  presses,  and  the  day  home  for  those  who  do 
type-setting  and  press-work,  and  help  to  enrich  with 
printed  thought  thousands  of  living  homes. 

Note.-— As  quite  certainly  the  first  printing  in  Lake 
county  was  done  by  Solon  Robinson,  and  as  on  this  very 
spot  his  little  printing  office  was  kept,  it  seems  peculiarly 
appropriate  that  in  this  office  should  be  found,  with  his 
home  a  few  yards  north,  Fred  Y.  Wheeler,  a  great- 
grandson  of  Lake  county's  first  printer.  And  before  fin- 
ally leaving  in  our  history  the  home  spot  of  Crown  Point's 
first  settler,  it  may  be  added  that  another  great  grandson, 
Harold  H.  Wheeler,  and  a  great  granddaughter,  Miss 
Josephine  Lincoln,  the  one  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court, 
and  the  other  an  assistant  in  the  Clerk's  office,  pass  this 
spot  daily  on  the  way  from  their  own  homes  to  the  Court 
Mouse. 


REPORT,  AUGUST  24,  1904. 

THE    29TH    ANNIVKKSAKV,    3OTH    ANNUAL    MEETING. 
INTRODUCTORY    NOTE. 

What  is  called  the  "grand  stand"  at  the  ]%iir  Grounds 
had  just  been  completed,  and  the  exercises  of  the  Associ- 
ation this  year  were  held  in  that  structure.  It  will  seat 
about  eight  hundred,  and  is  protected  from  sunshine  and 
rain  by  a  good  roof.  This  was  the  first  use  of  that  stand. 
Besides  the  usual  exercises  an  address  was  delivered  by 
F.  M.  Stuppy,  Esq.,  one  of  Crown  Point's  young  lawyers; 
a  paper  was  presented  from  Miss  Ethel  M.  Ilathaway, 
subject,  History  of  West  Creek  Township;  a  paper  was 
read  by  Mrs.  M.  J.  Cutler,  subject.  The  Fourth  of  July  in 
lj?48;  and  recitations  were  given  by  Lula  .Smith  and  Ellen 
Hixon,  and  Miss  Hazel  Smith  and  Miss  Mabel  Crawford. 


The  days  and  weeks  and  months  have  as  usual,  to  those 
who  are  busy,  passed  swiftly  along,  while  history  has  been 
made,  changes  have  taken  place,  and  joys  and  sorrows* 
toils  and  rest,  have  brought  us  to  another  annixersary  day. 
Twenty-nine  years  and  one  month  have  passed  since  the 
organization  of  this  Association  in  the  court  house,  July 
24,  1875.  And  some  of  us,  surely  a  very  few,  who  took 
part  in  the  first  re-union  of  pioneers  and  early  settlers  at 
the  Old  Fair  Ground,  September  25,  1875,  "<^^^'  ^^r  the 
thirtieth  meeting  have  met,  but  not  with  the  pioneers. 
One  and  one  only,  remains  to  be  with  us  on  this  day,  one 
who  was  then  the  President  of  the  Association,  Mr.  Wel- 
lington A.  Clark.  One  by  one  they  have  passed,  that  no- 
ble band  of  men  and  women  who  were  twenty-one  )'cars 
of  age  within  our  bounds  in  1840,  and  he,  who  will  be 
eighty-nine  years  old   in   one  more   month,  is   left  alone 


like  a  majestic  oak  staiulin<4-  amid  the  secorul-f^rowlh  that 
now  covers  so  many  of  our  woodland  hill  sides. 

Grateful  homage  to  Go(J  is  surely  our  first  duty,  grati- 
tude fervent,  that  our  friend  still  lives,  that  we  yet  live  to 
greet  this  day  and  to  greet  each  other,  and  that  there  are 
still  among  us  those  who  were  here  before  1840,  then  boys 
and  girls,  or  youths  and  maidens.  Many  pioneer  child- 
ren yet  remain,  but  all  of  them  between  sixty-four  and 
eighty-five  years  of  age. 

Coming  now  to  the  special  particulars  for  this  report, 
this,  our  twenty-ninth  year,  has  been  like  and  unlike  those 
that  have  gone  before  it,  for,  generally,  each  year  has 
some  peculiarity. 

EVENTS.     The  First  National  Bank   of  Dyer,  capital 
$25,000,  was  opened  for  business  October  3,  1903.     Presi- 
dent, Henry  L.  Keilman,  Vice  President,    Henry  C.  Bat 
terman.  Cashier,  A.  W.  Stommel. 

Indiana  Harbor,  a  part  of  P^ast  Chicago,  continues  to 
make  improxements.  February  20,  1904,  the  first  trip 
was  made  by  an  electric  car  from  Indiana  Harbor  to  the 
central  part  of  East  Chicago,  the  distance  being  three  and 
one-quarter  miles.  One  of  the  early  trips  was  made  in 
eight  minutes.  Work  also  was  commenced  some  months 
ago  on  the  great  canal  or  water  way  leading  out  from  In- 
dian Harbor.  Governor  Durbin  and  Congressman  E.  D. 
Crumpacker  were  present  and  delivered  addresses  at  the 
formal  opening  of  the  work. 

May  18,  1904,  the  work  was  commenced  of  laying  the 
brick  street  pavement  around  the  public  square  in  Crown 
Point. 
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On  Saturday,  July  i6,  1904,  Mr.  J.  Millikan,  a  journal- 
ist for  many  years,  editor  in  Crown  Point  of  the  Cosmos 
and  then  of  the  Register,  celebrated  his  ninetieth  birth- 
day anniversary.  A  number  of  the  citizens  of  Crown  Point 
called  at  his  home  to  extend  congratulations.  Going 
back  now  to  earlier  dates  are  two  events  of  a  quite  dif- 
ferent class. 

October  13,  1903.  Again  some  charred  bodies  or  part 
of  bodies,  partly  consumed  in  a  fire  early  this  morning  at 
Cedar  Lake,  have  been  brought  to  the  Geisen  undertaker 
rooms.  The  fire  consumed  the  saloon  and  hotel  of  Adam 
Hetzler  at  Cedar  Lake.  Those  who  perished  in  the  flames 
were  William  Potter  and  a  woman  called  his  wife,  who 
had  been  Mrs.  Amanda  Guernsey  of  Ainsworth.  The 
other  inmates  of  the  house  that  night,  five  in  number, 
escaped  the  same  sad  death.  The  loss  is  said  to  be  about 
^2000,  with  no  insurance. 

A  STORM.  According  to  the  East  Chicago  Globe,  a 
reliable  paper,  on  Thursday  night,  March  24,  1904,  an  un- 
usually severe  storm  visited  North  township.  A  few 
sentences  from  that  journal  are  quoted: 

**The  day  was  springlike,  the  first  fine  day  of  the  sea- 
son. In  the  afternoon  the  sky  clouded,  a  brisk  wind  blew 
from  the  southwest.  The  indications  were  for  a  heavy 
shower.  About  seven  o'clock  the  rain  began.  This  con- 
tinued at  intervals  until  nearly  eight  o'clock  when,  with- 
out warning,  the  storm  came  upon  the  city  with  a  rush 
and  a  roar  that  was  deafening."  "Out-buildings,  barns, 
and  porches,  were  blown  down  and  scattered  by  the 
force  of  the  wind."  "The  storm  gathered  in  the  south- 
west and   traveled    in  a    northeast   direction."     Quite  an 


amount  of  damage  to  builcliiij^^s  is  iiUMitioiicd,  and  the  ac- 
count, proceeds:  "At  Indiana  Harbor  the  clania^^c  was 
j^rreatest;  three  persons  were  killed."  Many  buildings 
are  named  as  "wrecked,"  "demolished,"  "destroyed."  On 
the  whole  this  storm  would  seem  to  have  been  the  nearest 
to  a  cyclone  that  has  yet  been  in  the  county. 

SOME  SALOON  STATISTICS.      According   to    the 
State    Bureau  of  Statistics,  there  were   reported  for  the 
fall  of   1903,  in  Lake  county,  269  saloons.  Porter  county 
at  the  same  time  containing  only  37,  and  La  Porte  county 
with  its  two  cities,  only   140.     In    the  entire  state  were  re- 
poi'ted  4,704.     Lake   county  thus   has   nearly   one-seven- 
teenth of  the  whole  number,  and  may  well  be  called  the 
saloon  county  as  well  as  the  railroad   county  of  the  State. 
In  Brown  county  there  is  none,  in  Ohio  county  4,  in  Hen- 
dricks and  Scott  5  each,  in  Crawford,  Steuben,  and  Union 
6  each,  while  Marion  has  552  and  Vanderburg  305.     The 
third  in   number   is   Lake,   ten   counties  having  over   100 
in  each,  twenty-one  counties  having  over  50,  and    twelve 
counties  having  not  over  10  each.     But  according  to  pop- 
ulation  Lake  is    far    ahead  of    Marion   county   even,  for 
while  Marion  has  one  saloon  for  every  357  persons,  Lake 
has  one  for  every  140  persons,  making  it  the  first  county 
in    Indiana    for   drinking    facilities.     Yet  in  Eagle  Creek, 
Cedar  Creek,  and  West   Creek,  in  Winfield,  Hanover,  and 
Ross,  there  are  very  few  drinking  places;  leaving  the  269 
saloons  to  be  mostly  where   the    towns   and   cities  are,  in 
St.  Johns  and  Center,  in  Hobart,  Calumet,  and  North. 

CHURCHES  AND  SCHOOLS.  Increasing  also  in 
number  and  in  the  same  townships  which  contains  the 
cities  and  the  saloons,  but  not  so  rapidly  are  the  churches 


and  the  Siiiulay  schooN".  TIum'c  arc  now  in  the  county 
about  seventy  church  lniil(h'n<^s  and  about  filly  Sunday 
Scliools,  althou{:^h  in  each  church  ech'fice  there  is  usually 
on  each  Sabbath  some  instruction  ^iven  to  the  children 
So,  if  our  civilization  recjuires  saloons,  it  most  certainly 
requires  churches  and  schools. 

BANKS.  It  also  recjuires  banks  and  of  these  there  are 
now  eleven  or  twelve. 

MARRIED  SIXTY  YEARS.  Captain  Calvin  Harper, 
who  was  well  known  at  Cedar  Lake  some  years  ago,  keep- 
ing a  sail  boat  on  the  lake,  was  born  September  24,  1819, 
and  so  in  four  more  weeks  will  be  eighty-five  years  of 
age.  He  now  lives  at  Hobart  and  is  quite  active  and  has 
good  use  of  his  faculties,  except  that  his  hearing  is  some- 
what impaired.  He  was  married  to  Misa  Underwood,  a 
sister  of  Mrs.  Joy  and  Mrs.  Palmer,  September  21,  1843, 
and  so  has  been  married  more  than  sixty  years.  They 
have  lived  in  Lake  county  almost  fifty  years.  Eifty  years 
will  be  completed  next  November.  The  three  sisters  are 
all  living  and  one  brother  is  yet  living,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Vincent  of  Crown  Point.  Such  family  records  are  vvorth 
preserving. 

MASONIC  JUBILP:E.  a  noted  event  in  the  county 
this  year  among  the  Masonic  fraternity,  was  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  fiftieth  anni\'ersary  of  the  existence  of  Lake 
Lodge,  Number  157,  E.  &  A.  M.,  under  a  charter  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana.  The  charter  was  granted  May 
24,  1854,  so  that  May  24,  1904,  made  fifty  full  years  of 
chartered  lodge  life.  Much  preparation  was  made  for  the 
anniversary   exercises.      All   the  Masonic  lodges  in  the 
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coiiiity  were  invited  to  join  in  the  celel)ration.  Ik'tween 
three  huiuh-ed  aiul  four  hmuhecl  of  the  members  of  these 
lodges  were  present.  Music  Hall  was  used  as  a  dining 
room,  and  then  transformed  into  a  Masonic  hall.  The 
exercises  of  the  occasion  were  of  much  interest  to  the 
fraternity.  A  paper  was  read  giving  the  Masonic  history 
of  the  Lodge  for  fifty  years,  with  the  Masonic  statistics  of 
the  county  fifty  years  ago  and  now.  Perhaps  that  history 
ought  to  be  preserved  among  the  papers  of  this  Historical 
Association.  Thus  tar  there  has  been  a  semi-centennial 
celebration  of  the  settlement  of  the  county,  and  a  volume 
published  containing  the  records  of  that  celebration;  a 
semi-centennial  Sunday  School  celebration,  and  a  volume 
devoted  to  that  celebration  also;  and  now,  in  May  of  this 
year,  a  semi-centennial  Masonic  celebration,  has  been 
held,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  in  what  form  its  history 
will  be  preserved.  To  obtain,  record,  and  preserve  county 
history,  is  a  part  of  the  object  of  this  Association. 

TOWNSHH^  HISTORIES.  Quite  an  interest  in  the 
schools  was  awakened  in  the  winter  and  springtime  of 
this  year,  in  writing  histories  of  the  different  townships 
to  be  sent  to  Indianapolis  and  then  to  St.  Louis  for  exhi- 
bition there  in  the  display  of  school  work  from  Indiana* 
The  pupils  of  the  eighth  grade  to  a  large  extent  did  the 
writing,  and  several  papers  from  each  township  were  fur- 
nished for  selection.  Of  course  only  one  from  each  town- 
ihip  could  be  selected,  and  some  of  them  were  so  nearly 
equal  in  merit  that  it  was  not  an  easy  task  to  decide  which 
should  be  sent  to  St.  Louis.  The  final  decision  was  to  be 
made  solely  on  the  grounds  of  historic  merit. 


SPECIAL  ITEMS.  Frci«,rht  trains  on  the  new  road 
have  <:,^one  throiij^h  Menillville  to  Griffith,  and  Griffith 
has  been  incorporated  as  a  town.  It  has  some  new  i)ros- 
pect  of  growth. 

The  ice  harvest  last  winter  was  of  unusual  length,  con- 
tinuing for  many  weeks.  The  ice  houses  were  filled  and 
much  good  ice  was  left  to  thaw  out  in  the  springtime  as 
in  the  early  years  before  any  ice  was  cut  on  our  lakes  and 
streams. 

Water  Valley  has  of  late  become  quite  a  pleasure  re- 
sort. 

Crown  Point  still  continues  to  be  quite  a  horse  market. 
John  Muzzall  &  Son  have  this  year  bought  and  sold  more 
than  four  hundred  horses,  shipping  to  various  points,  and 
the  regular  monthly  horse-sale  days  are  well  attended. 

The  work  of  laying  stone  and  mortar  for  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  building  was  commenced  last  week. 

Quite  an  amount  of  stock  has  been  subscribed  for  a 
third  bank  in  Crown  Point. 

According  to  the  Hobart  reporter  of  the  Crown  Point 
Register,  sixty-three  automobiles  passed  through  Hobart 
on  Saturday,  August  6,  1904,  on  the  way  to  the  St.  Louis 
Fair. 

The  telephone  system  of  communication  is  now  xer}' 
general  over  the  county  and  outside  of  the  county.  In 
the  official  telephone  directory  of  the  Crown  Point  Com- 
pany for  June  10,  1904,  the  number  may  be  found  of  1304.. 
Numbers  1302,  1303,  and  1304,  are  for  the  ranches,  so 
called,  of  Barringer  Brown,  Oscar  Dinwiddie,  and  John 
Brown, 
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Among  items  of  historic  interest  lately  gathered  is  the 
following:  y\mong  the  names  of  those  entering  claims  in 
the  year  1836,  a{)pears  the  name  of  "Mercy  Perry,vvidow." 
Mrs.  Perry  was  the  mother  of  the  first  wife  of  Mr.  Charles 
Marvin,  a  resident  then  of  what  became  Hanover  town- 
ship, near  the  present  village  of  Brunswick.  Mrs.  Perry 
was  with  the  Marvin  family  for  a  short  time.  There  was 
a  little  disagreement  about  claims  between  two  of  the 
early  settlers  in  that  neighborhood  about  which  Mrs. 
Perry  learned,  and  as  she  was  riding  out  one  day  she  found 
there  was  some  unclaimed  land  lying  between  the  two 
claims  of  the  disagreeing  claimants,  and  she  said  she 
would  herself  lay  claim  to  that  and  so  make  peace  be- 
tween her  two  neighbors.  Her  name  therefore  as  a  claim- 
ant went  upon  the  Claim  Register.  Mrs.  Perry  returned 
to  Lockport,  in  Illinois.  Her  daughter,  Mrs.  Marvin, 
iiyed  on  the  Hanover  farm  for  a  few  years.  Her  health 
failed.  She  went  to  her  mother's  home  at  Lockport  to 
recover,  but  she  there  died  and  there  her  body  was  buried. 
So  when  Mr.  Marvin  himself  died  his  body  was  taken  to 
Lockport  and  buried  where  was  reposing  the  dust  of  his 
first  wife.  The  Marvin  family  cemetery  was  there;  but 
the  Fuller  family  cemetery  is  here.  And  here  was  the 
appropriate  place  for  the  sleeping  dust  of  the  second 
Mrs.  Marvin  to  be  laid  away  to  rest,  as  was  done  August 
4,  1904.  The  claimants  and  the  land-holders  of  that  once 
American  settlement  extending  for  several  miles  along 
the  Illinois  State  line  have  now  passed  away.  There  are 
two  quite  well  kept  burial  places  along  that  narrow  strip 
of  land  between  the  State  line  and  West  Creek. 

Of  the  several  accidents  in   the  year  now  past,  two  are 
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here  recorded.  The  one  was  death  by  light^^n<,^  Arnold 
Kearn,  a  youth  al)out  seventeen  years  of  age,  a  son  of 
Henry  Kearn,  on  a  farm  east  of  Hobart,  was  one  Monday 
morning  in  the  fields  driving  three  horses  attached  to  a 
disc  harrow,  wlun  a  thunder  shower  came  up  and  the 
ligtitning  struck  and  killed  the  two  outside  horses  and 
the  boy,  leaving  the  central  horse  unharmed. 

The  other  was  death  by  drowning.  I  copy  from,  I  think, 
the  Whiting  News:  Friday  afternoon,  June  24,  1904,  while 
Andrew  Sach,  a  little  ten-year-old  boy  was  fishing  from 
the  Front  Street  pier,  his  hat  blew  into  the  lake,  and  in 
his  excitement  he  toppled  off  into  the  water.  There  was 
no  aid  at  hand,  and  the  cruel  waves  drew  him  down  to 
his  death. 

Among  the  visitors  of  this  summer  to  their  old  home 
places  was  Mrs.  Esther  A.  Carl,  now  of  VVamego,  Potto- 
watomie  county,  Kansas,  who  was  the  youngest  meuiber 
of  the  Cedar  Lake  Kdgerton  family  of  1836.  She  took 
back  with  her  to  Kansas,  Mrs.  Carl,  (the  aged  mother  of 
Mrs.  William  Taylor,  and  others  in  the  county,)  who  is 
now  about  ninety-one  years  of  age,  nearly  blind  and  (juile 
hard  of  hearing.  Mrs.  Carl  is  the  grandmother  of  Mrs. 
Edgar  C.  Wheeler,  who  is  herself  a  grandmother.  So  that 
five  generations  of  that  line  are  now  living. 

NEW  BUILDINGS.  This  record  cannot  give  in  any 
detail  the  building  of  this  }'ear  in  the  three  cities,  of  our 
county,  in  which  that  part  of  East  Chicago  known  as  In- 
diana Harbor  takes  the  lead,  nor  make  much  mention  of 
the  new  buildings  in  Hobart  and  Lowell. 

In  Lowell,  as  an  agricultural  town,  the  growth  is  very 
healthy  and  substantial. 


In  Crown  Point  the  dwelling  houses  of  Mr.  Walter  L. 
Allman  and  Mr.  Jay  Crawford  mentioned  in  last  year's 
report  were  finished  up  in  excellent  style,  and  no  million- 
aire would  seem  to  need  a  more  luxurious  and  completely 
arranged  home  than  the  present  home  of  W.  L.  Allman. 
The  Secretary  with  all  of  his  family  having  taken  dinner 
in  that  home  not  long  ago,  he  has  personal  knowledge  of 
its  completeness  in  its  finishing  and  furnishing.  Other 
good  dwelling  houses  have  been  built  in  Crown  Point 
within  the  year,  among  them  the  home  of  Mr.  Frank 
Henderlong  on  Main  street,  and  the  probability  is  that 
th.ese  all,  along  with  Mr.  Jay  Crawford's,  are  well  furnished. 
Two  generations,  sixty  years,  have  made  a  great  differ- 
ence in  the  appearance  of  the  homes  of  Lake  county  both 
inside  and  out.  There  is  probably  no  more  real  comfort 
now  than  then. 

MORE  STONE  ROAD.  To  the  175  miles  of  stone 
and  gravel  road  in  the  county  there  has  been  added  this 
year  in  St.  Johns  township,  not  yet  all  finished,  6>4  more 
miles,  making  in  all  180  miles  of  good,  improved  road- 
bed. These  additions  comprise  three  short,  important, 
separate  roads.  The  first  is  from  Schererville  to  the 
Griffith  stone  road.  Distance  nearly  one  mile.  The  sec- 
ond is  from  Schererville,  northwest  and  then  north,  to 
the  North  township  line  and  the  road  running  to  High- 
land. Distance  about  two  miles  and  a  half.  The  third 
leads  from  Dyer  to  the  Center  and  St.  Johns  stone  road 
a]t  Newman  corners,  between  three  and  four  miles. 

The  oldest  person  now  residing  in  Crown  Point  is  Mrs. 
Caswell,  the  mother  of  Commander  Caswell,  of  the  John 
Wheeler  Post,     She  is  of  the  Mitchell   line,  her  early  an- 
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cestors  coming  from  Europe  and  settling  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, then  removing  into  Maine,  her  father  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  of  1812.  She  was  bc^rn 
April  4,  1808,  and  for  the  last  fifteen  years  has  been  an 
invalid.  She  sees  and  hears  quite  well,  but  has  no  power 
to  move  herself  from  her  chair.  She  is  not  the  only  help- 
less invalid  in  our  town,  and  their  presence  among  us  and 
the  care  they  receive  year  after  year  proves  that  we  are 
not  a  heathen,  but  a  Christian  community. 

GENEALOGIES.  Many  families  of  our  county  are 
becoming  interested  in  their  ancestral  lines,  and  as  facts 
are  gathered  it  is  found  that  the  number  increases  of  the 
known  descendants  of  soldiers  of  the  Revolution.  Besides 
the  mother  of  Mr.  Caswell,  who  has  just  been  mentioned, 
Mrs.  Caswell,  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  is  of  patri- 
otic blood,  a  descendant  of  Captain  John  Hall,  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolution. 

How  many  there  are,  descendants  of  such  soldiers,  has 
not  been  ascertained.  Besides  descendants  of  soldiers, 
we  have  also  some  descendants  of  a  noted  martyr,  of  that 
John  Rogers  who  was  the  first  to  suffer  when  the  fires  of 
Smithfield  were  kindled  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary  of 
England. 

NECROLOGIC  REPORT,  i.  John  Hayden,  one  of 
the  fourteen  children  of  the  pioneer,  Nehemiah  Hayden, 
this  family  coming  into  West  Creek  township  in  1837, 
was  born  in  Knox  county,  Ohio,  October  13,  1835,  '*'i^l 
died  at  his  home  in  Lowell,  October  6,  1903,  nearly  68 
years  of  age.  Six  of  his  own  eight  children  are  living, 
and  five  of  his  brothers  and  two  of  his  sisters,  and  the  dc- 


sccndants  of  N.  Ilaydcni    the  pioneer   are  now  many  and 
noted  in  Lake  county. 

Note.  The  readers  of  Lake  County  1872  may  have 
wondered  that  of  so  large  a  family  as  that  of  N.  Hayden, 
a  pioneer  of  1837  according  to  the  Claim  Register,  so  little 
record  was  made.  But  the  readers  of  that  book  know 
little  of  the  difficulties  amid  which  the  material  was  gath- 
ered, and  of  that  south-western  part  of  the  county  the 
author  was  not  so  well  acquainted  as  he  afterwards  be- 
came. Aware  of  his  want  of  knowledge  he  sent  out  pub- 
lic requests  for  information.  Of  those  early  residents  one 
furnished  full  information  in  regard  to  himself,  thus  se- 
curing a  quite  lengthy  notice.  A  prominent  pioneer  of 
Cedar  Creek  said,  after  the  book  was  printed,  that  he  saw 
the  request  but  did  not  think  the  work  would  amount  to 
anything,  so  he  sent  no  information,  which  he  regretted 
when  too  late. 

2.  Thomas  George,  who  had  worked  in  the  copper 
mines  of  Lake  Superior  for  sixteen  years,  who  was  born 
November  15,  1823,  a  resident  for  more  than  forty  years 
in  South  East  Grove,  died  at  his  home* in  Leroy,  October 
31,  1903,  nearly  80  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Ann  George,  his 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  March  1848,  is  one  of  the 
few  women  among  us  who  lived  with  one  husband  over 
fifty-five  full  years. 

3.  Henry  R.  Ward,  born  March  13,  1827.  died  at  his 
home  in  Crown  Point,  November  3,  1903.  He  was  76 
years  of  age  last  March.  He  was  an  early  settler 
in  Winfield  having  come  into  Lake  county  in  1850.  He 
had  been  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  County  Commissioner, 
and  had  resided  in  Crown  Point  for  several  years, 
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4-  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Saxton,  born  in  England,  county 
Kent,  November  lo,  1828,  one  of  fifteen  children,  sister  of 
Stephen  Mummery  of  Hobart,  wife  of  Noble  Saxton  of 
Merrillville,  died  December  1 1,  1903,75  years  of  age. 

5.  Died  on  Monday  morning  early,  December  14,  1903, 
•at  the  home  of  her  daughter  Mrs.  E.  Latcham  in  Crown 
Point,  Mrs.  Wilhelmena  Raasch,  mother  of  Paul  E.  Raasch 
of  Crown  Point,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  her  age.  She  was 
born  May  20,  1824,  and  had  lived  in  this  county  many 
years.  Her  husband,  William  Raasch,  died  January  24, 
1903. 

6.  Mrs.  Sykes,  born  in  Pennsylvania,  April  10,  1819, 
the  mother  of  twelve  children,  whose  sons  are  well  known 
in  the  county,  died  at  Hobart  at  the  home  of  her  son  Wil- 
liam Sykes,  December  24,  1903,  in  the  85th  year  of  her  age. 
Six  sons  and  two  daughters,  twenty-nine  grandchildren 
and  nine  great  grandchildren  remain  to  imitate  the  vir- 
tues and  cherish  th(;  memory  of  a  noble  woman. 

7.  Oliver  W.  Merrill,  oldest  son  of  Dudley  Merrill  of 
Merrillville,  died  at  the  home  of  his  brother,  C.  L.  Mer- 
rill January  10,  1904,  nearly  63  years  of  age.  He  was  born 
in  Lake  county,  P'ebruary  i,  1841,  the  oldest  of  five  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  C.  L.  Merrill 
is  the  only  survivor.  Like  a  few  elderly  men  who  ha\e 
lived  in  the  county  and  like  some  who  are  now  living,  O. 
W.  Merrill  was  never  married. 

8.  Mrs.  Content  Vosburg  died  at  her  home  in  Lowell 
February  6,  1904,  age  92  years  and  9  months.  One  of  the 
oldest  residents  in  tlie  county.  Born  May  6,  181 1,  mar- 
ried in  1840. 
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g.  James  McKinncy,  a  noble  hearted  son  and  brother, 
and  friend,  after  a  long  season  of  suffering  and  of  sur- 
gical operations,  died  at  his  home  at  Palmer,  on  Sunday, 
February  14,  1904,  being  about  45  years  of  age.  He  and 
his  mother  and  sisters  were  interested  attendants  of  the 
meetings  of  this  Association.  He  is  now  one  of  those 
who  will  come  no  more. 

10.  Mrs.  Adah  M.  Baker,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  S.  IIol- 
ton,  born  in  Crown  Point,  September  14,  1867,  the  mother 
of  four  children,  died  very  unexpectedly  to  her  kindred, 
on  Tuesday  morning,  February   16,  1904,  36  years  of  age, 

11.  Mrs.  H.Van  Hollen,  the  last  of  the  Cedar  Lake  pio- 
neers, died  at  her  home  a  half  mile  northwest  from  Armour, 
February  21,  1904.  She  was  born  October  ii,  1816,  and 
was  over  87  years  of  age.  She  came  with  her  husband, 
Henry  Von  Hollen,  to  the  Cedar  Lake  neighborhood  in 
1838,  and  for  sixty  years  occupied  one  home,  a  quiet,  do- 
mestic, retiring,  and  quite  wealthy  woman.  She  outlived 
all  who  were  her  contemporaries  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
ty, leaving  only  the  younger  members  of  three  families 
to  represent  a  life  of  large  activity  and  effort  that  had  in 
the  past  for  many  years  been  there. 

12.  James  Doak,  Vice  President  of  this  Association, 
was  for  many  years  a  farmer  northwest  of  South  East 
Grove,  and  for  several  years  past  a  farmer  some  two 
miles  northeast  of  Crown  l^oint  on  Deep  River.  He  at 
length  moved  into  Crown  Point  where  he  died  quite  sud- 
denly of  paralysis.  February  23,  1904,  about  78  years  of 
age.  He  was  owner  of  the  old  Fair  Ground  and  of  other 
town  property.     He  was  one  of  the  elders  of  the  Crown 
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Point  Presbyterian  church,  and  the  last  one  of  their  aged 


men 


13.  Mrs.  Jacob  Wise,  in  childhood  Maria  Diddie,  was 
born  in  PennsyU  aiiia  in  hSig,  was  married  in  1843,  ^'inie 
to  Winfield  township  in  1849,  where  she  died  March  g, 
1904,  nearly  85  years  of  age.  Six  children  are  living  and 
twenty-four  grandchildren.  The  Wise  family,  of  whom 
but  few  are  in  Lake  county,  form  one  of  the  large  fami- 
lies of  this  country,  the  great-grandfather  of  Henry  M. 
Wise  of  Crown  Point,  having  when  he  died  in  1833,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  great-grandchildren,  and  their 
descendants  are  said  to  be  now  in  very  many  states. 

14.  Mrs.  Amasa  Edgerton  died  March  13,  1904.  Age — 

15.  Dr.  John  Higgins,  born  in  ,New  York,  May  29, 
1822,  a  descendant  of  Richard  Higgins  a  Pilgrim  of  162 1, 
and  of  Simon  Sackett  a  Puritan  of  1632,  who  settled  at 
Crown  Point  as  a  physician  in  1859,  died  at  his  home  in 
Crown  Point,  April  7,  1904,  nearly  82  years  of  age,  leaving 
in  the  luxurious  family  home  a  daughter  and  grandson. 
He  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  earlier  physicians  of  Crown 
Point,  Dr.  Pratt  passing  away  in  1893,  and  Dr.  Harvey 
Pettibone  in  1898. 

16.  Mrs.  Seymour  Patton,  who  was  in  childhood  .Sarah 
Bieber,  a  member  of  an  early  settler  family,  died  on  Sun- 
day morning,  May  8,  1904.  She  had  lived  74  years  and  6 
months.  She  left  a  son  and  three  daughters  and  her  hus- 
band to  continue  on  in  performing  the  duties  of  life,  du- 
ties'which  she  had  nobly  discharged. 

17.  James  Cooper,  father  of  1^'rank  E.  Cooper,  County 
Superintendent    of    Public  Schools,  and  of    Mrs.  Albert 


Bacon  of  Soulh  Chicaj^o,  a  resident  in  Lake  county  for 
about  fift)'  years,  (lied  at  his  home  in  Crown  Point,  Sunday 
morning-,  July  3,  1904,  havin.i;*   passed  the  age  of  80  years. 

18.  Mrs.  ICliza  L.  Marvin,  the  second  wife  of  Charles 
Marvin  of  West  Creek,  a  daughter  of  H.  S.  Fuller,  was 
born  in  Northville,  in  the  then  Territory  of  Michigan, 
August  13,  1828.  l^ecoming  a  resident  of  Lake  county  as 
one  of  her  father's  family  about  1849;  in  1851,  December 
6th,  she  was  married  to  Charles  Marvin,  a  pioneer  in  Han- 
over township  of  1836,  and  died  at  her  home  in  West 
Creek  township  on  Sunday,  July  31,  1904,  nearly  76  years 
of  age.  Like  others  named  she  took  a  large  interest  in 
these  annual  meetings,  and  our  loss  this  year  of  such 
members  is  very  large. 

It  may  be  of  interest  some  time  to  a  student  of  our 
history  to  find  here  the  record  that  the  place  where  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Marvin  made  their  last  home  and  erected  a 
spacious  mansion,  which  now  with  the  valuable  farm  passes 
to  their  adopted  daughter,  Mrs.  Philip  Stuppy,  is  on  the 
spot  selected  for;  a  home  by  Judge  Robert  Wilkinson  in 
1834,  one  of  the  very  few  earliest  claims  selected  in  what 
became  Lake  county. 

It  may  be  noted  here,  too,  as  a  rather  singular  coinci- 
dence, that  a  copy  of  the  Lake  County  Star,  August  12, 
1904,  which  contains  a  memorial  sketch  of  Mrs.  Marvin, 
contains  also,  among  the  Old  Time  News,  a  record  of  the 
death  of  her  brother,  Horace  Fuller. 

19.  George  Krinbill,  one  of  three  brothers  who  many 
years  ago  became  residents  in  Lake  county,  was  born  in 
Germany,  near  the  line  of  France,  in   September,  1826, 
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and came  into  Lake  county  as  a  merchant  in  1850.  A  good 
sinf^er  and  much  interested  in  the  meetings  of  this  Asso- 
ciation, he  died  at  his  home  in  Crown  Point  on  Tuesday 
evening,  August  2,  1904,  nearly  78  years  of  age.  We 
shall  hear  his  words  of  cheer  and  see  his  face  among  us 
no  more.  His  death  adds  another  to  the  number  of  those 
who  will  be  greatly  missed. 

20.  Mrs.  John  VV.  Hughes,  who  was  Julia  Ann  Whei^ler, 
a  sister  of  Mrs.  Z.  C.  Burnham  of  Lowell,  Mrs.  Manahan 
and  Mrs.  W.Krimbill  of  Crown  Point,  also  of  O.  G.  Wheel- 
er, died  an  Sunday,  August  7,  1904,  at  her  sister's  home 
in  Lowell,  in  the  72nd  year  of  her  age,  after  a  residence 
in  Lake  county  of  nearly  fifty-seven  years. 

21.  Mrs.  Jacob  Piatt,  not  a  member  of  this  Associa- 
tion, but  w^hose  great  age  and  length  of  residence  in 
Crown  Point  entitle  her  to  notice,  whose  residence  dates 
back  about  thirty  years,  who  was  in  the  92nd  year  of  her 
age,  died  in  Crown  Point,  November  26,  1903.  The  His- 
torical Secretary  came  from  Kewanna  here  to  attend  the 
burial  service. 

"A  MEMORIAL.  Peter  Surprise  was  born  of 
French  parentage,  in  a  province  of  Lower  Canada,  P'eb- 
ruary  24,  1794.  He  was  married  in  early  manhood  to 
Rosanna  Taylor  and  with  her,  who  had  then  become  the 
mother  of  three  children,  he  removed  to  the  State  of 
New  York  in  the  United  States.  There  he  was  for  a  time 
a  charcoal  burner.  In  1835,  or  perhaps  in  1834,  he  came 
as  one  of  the  earliest  of  our  pioneers  into  what  became 
Lake  county,  Indiana,  following  a  party  of  French  neigh- 
bors who  settled  in   Illinois   near  the   present    Monience. 
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In  the  United  States,  in  New  \'()rk  and  in  Indiana,  were 
born  eleven  more  children,  nia'<inj^^  fourteen  children  in 
all,  eitrht  sons  and  six.dauj^diters.  August  lo,  1837,  Solon 
Robinson,  who  was  then  county  clerk,  made  out  his  nat- 
uralization papers,  'declarin<>-  him  to  be  no  longer  a  sub- 
ject of  William  IV  of  Great  Britain,  but  a  citizen  of  our 
free  Republic'  [As  a  matter  of  fact  Victoria  had  been 
for  some  months  Q.ieen  of  England,  but  the  Atlantic  cable 
and  the  *ocean  greyhounds,'  and  the  long  lines  of  rail- 
road, were  not  in  existence  then.]  Peter  Surprise  was 
born  while  Washington  was  President;  he  lived  about 
seven  years  in  the  Eighteenth  Century,  through  all  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century,  and  through  two  full  years  of  the 
Twentieth,  reaching  the  advanced  age  of  109  years  and  6 
months,  being  the  oldest  citizen  of  Lake  county,  if  not 
of  Indiana.  There  is  no  record  here  of  one  older.  The 
wife  of  his  young  manhood  died  July  10,  1876,  then  75 
years  of  age.  Seven  of  the  children  have  also  died.  For 
nearly  forty-one  years  his  home  has  been  with  his  son 
Henry  Surprise.  For  several  years  he  was  not  very 
strong  in  mind,  but  took  much  exercise  and  interest  in 
working  on  the  farm,  until  in  his  last  year  of  life  his  sight 
became  so  dim  as  to  confine  him  to  the  house.  After  a 
few  days  of  illness  his  long  life  closed  at  8  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  August  27,  1903.  Seven  of  his  children  are  yet 
living,  by  name,  P>lizabeth,  Harvey,  Henry,  William,  Oli- 
ver, P^lvina,  and  Lavina;  also  twenty-two  grandchildren 
and  forty  great-grandchildren  are  in  this  county.  Burial 
services  were  held  at  Creston,  August  29th,  conducted  by 
Rev.  T»  H.  Ball.    Six  grandsons  were  pall  bearers,  Claude 
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Binyon    funeral  director.      A  large  assembly    of    people 
present." 

Not  a|l  of  the  twenty  that  have  now  been  named  have 
been  accustomed  to  meet  with  us  in  these  anniversaries; 
but  I  think  that  never  before  in  a  single  year  have  so 
many  that  were  really  familiar  forms  in  these  gatherings, 
passed  from  among  us.  Let  us  who  are  to-day  the  living, 
while  we  cheer  and  encourage  each  other  to  perform 
nobly  the  duties  of  life  that  are  yet  before  us,  be  glad 
that  they  who  have  passed  and  we,  through  this  historic 
organization,  connected  with  which  there  is  nothing  friv- 
olous, are  leaving  names  and  records  behind  us  which 
will  not,  cannot  die.  For,  judging  from  the  present  and  past, 
from  the  value  now  attached  not  to  novels  and  to  fiction, 
but  to  names  and  records  in  old  communities  of  those 
who  lived  two  hundred  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago,  the  pioneers  and  founders  then  of  colonies  and  states, 
.there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that,  ours  will  live  until 
the  great  angel  of  the  Apocalypse  shall  stand  on  the  sea 
and  on  the  earth,  and  lifting  his  right  hand  to  heaven, 
declare  that  there  shall  be  time  no  longer. 
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REPORT,  AUGUST  25,  1905. 


Another  year  has  passed  of  the  swiftly  flowing  time, 
that  time  which  denotes  a  measured  portion  of  duration, 
measured  to  us  by  centuries  and  years  and  months  and 
days,  and  this  fourth  Wednesday  in  August  for  this  year 
which  we  call  1.905,  finds  us  again  assembled  on  the  coun- 
ty Fair  Ground,  by  the  side  of  this  little  lake.  Not  all 
are  living  now  of  kindred  and  friends  who  one  year  ago 
were  amid  the  activities  of  life;  but  let  us  be  grateful  to 
God,  the  great  Ruler  over  all.  that  so  many  of  us  can 
meet  to-day. 

Events  of  the  Past  Year.  The  first,  in  the  order  of 
time,  is  one  omitted  last  August,  the  erection  of  a  church 
building  in  the  summer  of  1904  at  Woodvale  or  Deep 
River,  the  first  church  house  in  that  part  of  the  county 
making  for  Ross  township  three  church  buildings. 

2.  The  pavers  finished  laying  brick  on  the  streets 
around  the  court  house  square  August  30,  1904,  and  the 
streets  were  open  for  travel  August  31st. 

3.  The  County  Fair  this  year  was  largely  attended. 
On  Thursday,  which  w^as  children's  day,  my  estimate  of 
attendance  was  four  thousand,  and  on  Friday  about  six 
thousand,  but  the  estimates  of  some  others  were  much 
larger.  On  Thursday  not  quite  two  thousand  tickets  were 
sold.  The  single  tickets  sold  on  Friday  numbered  four 
thousand  and  five  hundred;  and  of  family  tickets  out,  on 
the  two  days,  there  were  about  one  hundred, 
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4-  At  the  election,  November  8th,  whole  number  of 
votes  cast  10,320.  Of  these  there  were:  Prohibition  votes, 
115;  Socialist  vote,  386;  Socialist  Labor,  116;  People's 
Party,  49;  in  all  not  Republican  or  Democratic,  666.  Pro- 
bable number  of  voters  in  the  county,  10,400;  probable 
population,  40,000.  In  1884  the  number  of  votes  was  4,200. 
Two  and  one-half  times  4,200  would  be  10,500,  so  that  in 
ten  years  the  number  of  voters  in  the  county  has  increased 
nearly  two  and  a  half  times.  In  1896,  the  number  of  votes 
was  8,300. 

5.  A  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary.  As  these  do  not 
occur  so  very  frequently  in  our  history,  I  may  be  permit- 
ved  to  give  of  this  one  quite  a  full  record:  Mr.  Hiram 
S.  Holton  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Holton,  celebrated 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage  at  their  residence 
in  Crown  Point,  November  23,  1904.  All  their  children 
and  grandchildren  were  present:  Mr.  W.  B.  Holton  with 
his  wife  and  a  son  and  a  daughter  coming  from  Indianap- 
olis; Mr.  Hoyt  Holton  and  wife  coming  from  Washington 
City;  Mr.  Charles  Holton,  wife  and  son  and  daughter, 
coming  from  Toledo,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Flora  Woods,  with  her 
husband,  Mr.  Walter  Woods,  coming  from  Englewood; 
and  these  brought  with  them  a  goodly  sum  of  golden  coin 
Ij  for  the  golden  wedding.     There  were  also  present.  Miss 

i  Matella  Calkins  and  brother,  a   niece  and   nephew,  from 

!  Janesville  ,Wis.;  Mr.  and   Mrs.   Guffin   and   mother  from 

j|  Chicago,  that   mother,  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Luther,  being  Mr. 

li  Holton's  youngest   sister;   H.  R.  Luther  and  family  from 

ji  Chicago;  Mrs.  P'lora  Poppe,  a  sister   of   Mrs.  Holton,  and 

I  Dr.  Poppe  from  Chicago;  and  Charles  II.  Young  and  wife 

I  also  from  Chicago.     Some  other  kindred  and  many  friends 
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were  present,  some  comin<^  Thanksgiving  morning;  and 
these  did  not  forget  to  bring  their  tokens  of  regard. 
In  all,  there  were  enrolled  of  the  names  of  the  guests, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-three.  The  rooms  were  neatly 
decorated  with  flowers  and  evergreens;  refreshments 
were  served  through  the  day  and  evening;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Holton  seemed  as  active  and  vigorous  as  though 
still  in  the  prime  of  life,  of  course  its  latter  part;  the 
children  were  very  cordial  and  kindly  to  the  other 
guests,  and  to  be  present  in  such  a  family  circle  for  a 
short  time  was  not  only  cheering  but  ennobling.  We  ha\e 
had  larger  family  gatherings,  but  none  could  well  be  more 
truly  delightful, 

6.  Ice  harvest  in  Crown  Point  commenced  on  Tues- 
day, January  loth,  work  at  the  lake  on  the  Fair  Ground 
beginning  probably  on  Monday.  The  ice  this  year  was 
thick  and  good,  and  the  ice  period  lasted  long. 

7.  On  Friday,  January  13,  1905,  was  the  destructive 
fire  of  this  year  at  East  Chicago.  The  following  is  part 
of  the  statement  made  by  Superintendent  Smith,  taken 
from  the  East  Chicago  Globe:  "The  McKinley  building 
is  gone.  The  first  large  school  building  in  East  Chicago 
is  a  complete  loss.  The  Board  of  Education  has  strug- 
gled manfully  to  place  the  building  and  grounds  of  the 
school  city  in  a  condition  which  would  reflect  credit  upon 
the  patrons  and  pupils  of  the  school.  To  do  this  it  has 
required  much  effort  and  thought.  The  temporary  set- 
back to  the  Board  of  Education  will  be  met  just  as  it  has 
met  other  obstacles  in  times  past.  The  following  insur- 
ance was  carried  on  the  building:  2^1500,  Western  Assirr- 
ance  Co.;    ^^1500,    London   Assurance   Co.;  $1000,  Home 
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Insurance  Co.;  $1000,  Connecticut  IMutual  Insurance  Co.; 
$1000,  Hartford  Insurance*  Co.;  $2500,  Commercial  Union; 
$2500,  Scottish  Union  Insurance  Co.;  $5000,  Queen  Insur- 
ance Co.;  $1000,  Royal  Insurance  Co.  Making  a  total  of 
;^i 7,000,  and  of  this  amount  $1600  was  divided  equally 
upon  the  furnace  and  furniture." 

Another  school  house  was  destroyed  by  fire  much  ear- 
lier in  the  school  year,  the  building  known  as  the  Binyon 
School  House  on  the  east  side  of  Cedar  Lake.  Insurance 
on  this  house  ;^2,6oo.  In  contrast  with  the  first  school 
house  in  this  district  it  was  a  grand  building. 

8.  On  Saturday,  January  14th,  the  day  after  that  de- 
structive fire  at  East  Chicago,  the  Commercial  Bank  of 
Crown  Point  left  the  Allman  building  and  prepared  for 
business  in  the  elegant  new  building  opposite  the  court 
house,  just  completed  for  use  and  owned  by  the  bank 
stockholders.  The  inside  work  is  very  rich  and  elegant^ 
the  different  rooms  for  the  officers  and  visitors  are  beau- 
tiful and  cozy,  yet  not  large,  and  the  whole  appearance 
within  is  of  a  well  arranged  building  for  a  city  bank^ 
Means,  talent,  and  workmanship  can  make  elegance  and 
beauty. 

g.  On  Wednesday  of  the  next  week,  January  18,  1905, 
the  third  bank  in  Crown  Point,  capital  S6o,000,  was  opened 
for  business  in  the  Allman  building,  in  the  room  made 
vacant  by  the  removal  of  the  Commercial  Bank.  This 
third  bank  is  called  Peoples  State  Bank.  President,  M. 
Grimmer;  Vice  President,  T.  S.  P'ancher;  Cashier,  Henry 
Aulwurm;  directors,  C.  E.  Smith,  J.  H.  Love,  T.  S.  l^^an- 
cher,  F,  K.  Siegmund,  M.  Grimmer,  and  Joseph  Wilson. 
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10.  On  Saturday  night,  Januar\'  2 1st,  the  Crown  Point 
postoffico  was  aj^r.iin  removed.  It  is  now  the  third  door 
north  of  the  Schlemmer  corner.  It  is  in  a  smaller  room 
than  before.  The  Steeb  Brothers  also  removed  with  the 
postoffice. 

11.  On  February  9,  1905,  was  established  the  First  Na 
tional  Bank  of  East  Chicaeo.     Capital,  $50,000.     Surplus, 
$10,000.     J.  G.  Allen,  Cashier.     Deposits,   May  29,   1905, 
$59,203.63. 

12.  Among  additions  made  to  the  fine  residences  of 
Crown  Point  should  be  named  the  new  home  of  L.  C. 
Breyfogle,  built  last  summer,  and  occupied  by  the  family 
in  October  of  1904.  As  a  building,  it  takes  rank  with  the 
homes  of  W.  L.  Allman  and  Jay  S.  Crawford  and  the  well 
built  and  furnished  home  of  Matt.  J.  Brown  in  Eagle 
Creek.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Breyfogle  planned  their  own  home, 
needing  no  architect  to  plan  for  them,  and  the  complete- 
ness and  perfection  of  the  entire  arrangement  will  make 
it  a  grand  home  for  them  and  for  their  children  in  years 
to  come.  The  Breyfogle  family  have  been  worth  much 
to  the  material  interests  of  Crown  Point,  and  their  removal 
would  be  a  great  loss.  L.  C.  Breyfogle  is  a  true  producer 
of  values. 

13.  A  large  interest  was  taken  by  the  citizens  of  Crown 
Point  in  a  murder  trial  which  occupied  more  than  a  week's 
time  of  the  February  term  of  the  Lake  Circuit  Court.  The 
court  room  was  packed  much  of  the  time  with  not  only 
men,  but  with  women  and  girls.  The  man  who  was  mur- 
dered was  Arminter  Northrup  of  Benton  Harbor,  Michi. 
gan,  and  he  came  into  the  northeastern  part  of  the  coun- 
ty, where  his  de^^I  body  was  found,  with  Edward  Dona- 
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hue,  who  was  at  lenj^th  caj)tiirccl  and  chartered  with  the 
murder.  The  l^^ast  Chicaj^o  Globe  says  that  in  the  course 
of  the  trial  "the  State  traced  Donahue's  movements  step 
by  step  in  an  unbroken  chain  from  the  time  he  left  Benton 
Harbor  in  company  with  Northrup  until  he  was  captured 
by  the  police  at  his  home  in  New  York."  The  jury  at  the 
end  of  the  trial  brought  in  a  verdict  that  the  prisoner  was 
guilty  of  murder  in  the  first  degree.  On  Thursday  of  the 
second  week  of  the  trial  "Judge  McMahan  pronounced 
the  death  sentence  on  the  prisoner,"  the  first  death  sen- 
tence, the  Star  editor  says,  ever  pronounced  in  Lake 
county.  June  9th  was  the  day  set  for  the  execution,  the 
place  to  be  the  state  prison  at  Michigan  City.  When  June 
9th  came  there  was  no  execution,  as  a  reprieve  had  been 
granted;  and  in  July,  Governor  Hanly,  in  the  exercise  of 
his  power  to  pardon,  reprieve,  or  commute,  changed  the 
death  sentence  to  imprisonment  for  life. 

14.  Another  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary.  On  Wed- 
nesday, April  19,  1905,  fifty  full  years  had  passed  since  the 
marriage  of  T.  H.  Ball  and  Martha  C.  Creighton,  and  their 
friends  in  Crown  Point  and  at  Lowell  and  Creston  and 
Plum  Grove  thought  it  desirable  to  celebrate  the  day. 
They  accordingly  arranged  for  a  surprise  celebration,  al- 
though it  could  not  be  altogher  a  surprise  as  rooms  must 
be  arranged  for  the  reception  of  guests.  The  weather  was 
very  favorable.  Plowers  had  come  from  South  Alabama, 
where  the  marriage  had  taken  place  April  19,  1855. 
Crown  Point  green-house  flowers  also  adorned  the  rooms. 
Gold  also  came  from  the  P.ast,  from  the  South,  from  the 
West,  as  well  as  from  friends  in  Lake  county.     In  the  day 


and  evening  there  were  present  about  two  hundred  guests 
and  among  them  were  fift)'  cliil(hen  representing  Crown 
Point  Public  Schools,  T.  M.  Hall  being  recognized  as  the 
earliest  living  teacher  in  the  county.  All  seemed  to  en- 
joy the  greetings,  the  rich  food  supplies  provided  by  the 
ladies  who  had  organized  themselves  into  a  committee  of 
arrangements,  and  the  events  of  the  day,  the  details  of 
which  cannot  here  be  given.  The  south  end,  the  central 
and  the  north  part  also  of  the  county  were  represented. 
The  two  who  on  that  day  completed  fifty  years  of  mar- 
ried life  were  very  grateful.  At  this  anniversary  as  also 
at  the  Golden  Wedding  of  November  23d,  members  of 
Lake  Lodge,  157,  attended  in  a  body  to  show  their  good 
will  and  fraternal  regard. 

15.  In  May  of  this  year  an  event  of  large  interest  to 
the  Polish  inhabitants  took  place  in  East  Chicago,  and  of 
Polanders  in  North  township  there  are  many.  A  head 
line  in  the  East  Chicago  Globe  reads,  "Polish  Citizens 
Celebrate  Poland's  Independence  Day."  That  day,  ac- 
cording to  the  same  authority,  was  May  3,  1791.  The 
celebration  was  held  a  few  days  later  in  May.  Says  the 
Globe:  "It  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  city 
that  her  Polish  citizens  assembled  to  honor  those  who 
gave  their  lives  and  their  all  in  the  cause  of  Polish  free- 
dom." Different  Polish  societies  took  part  in  the  cele- 
bration, one  bearing  the  name  of  Stanislaus.  The  pro- 
cession was  showy,  the  Opera  House  "was  packed"  with 
people,  the  programme  was  lengthy,  the  exercises  evident- 
ly full  of  interest,  some  in  P>nglish,  some  in  the  language 
of  Poland.  On  the  stage  was  a  large  picture  of  Washing- 
ton surrounded  by  the  American  stars  and  stripes.     On 


the  rij^ht  a  picture  of  Kosciusko,  at  whose  fall  wc  are 
told  ''Freedom  shrieked,"  and  on  the  left  the  Polish  coat- 
of-arms.  On  the  sides  of  the  stage  were  pictures  of  Po- 
land's defenders.  American  flags  were  fully  displayed, 
each  society,  says  the  Globe,  ''carried  a  beautiful  silken 
flag."  It  was  stated  in  one  of  the  stirring  addresses,  af- 
ter the  narration  of  the  division  of  Poland  by  Russia, 
Prussia  and  Austria,  that  the  spirit  of  freedom  was  still 
alive  in  the  old  land  and  that  three  millions  of  liberty 
loving  Polanders  were  now  American  citizens. 

That  celebration  was  surely  a  noted  event  for  Lake 
county  Polanders,  and  by  another  May,  according  to  the 
march  of  events  now  in  Europe,  there  may  be  new  facts 
to  narrate  in  the  history  of  old  Warsaw. 

i6.  AN  EVENT  TO  BE  REMEMBERED.  Some 
months  ago  there  was  set  up  at  Lowell  a  monument 
erected  by  the  people,  and  largely  by  the  ladies  of  West 
Creek,  Cedar  Creek,  and  P^agle  Creek  townships,  to  com- 
memorate and  preserve  the  names  of  the  meii  who  went 
forth  from  those  three  townships  as  soldiers  in  the  terri- 
ble Civil  War  of  1861. 

PViday,  June  9,  1905,  was  the  day  appointed  for  the 
unveiling  and  formal  dedication  of  this  monument.  On 
that  day  large  numbers  were  present  in  Lowell.  The 
Tribune  estimates  the  entire  number  present  at  four  thou- 
sand, among  them  more  than  two  hundred  old  soldiers. 
Department  Commander  Lucas  was  present,  and  also 
Governor  Hanly.  These  both  delivered  addresses,  which 
were  considered  excellent  by  those  who  heard  them. 

The  following  statements  are  from  the  Lowell  Tribune 
of  June  15,  1905:  The  monument  is  twenty-five  and  a  half 


feet  high,  "made  of  the  best  Harre  granite,"  with  nine 
feet  base,  and  weighs  forty-five  tons. 

On  the  east,  or  Eagle  Creek  face,  are  one  hundred  and 
twelve  names,  one  of  the  men  named  having  served  in 
the  regular  army. 

On  the  north,  or  Cedar  Creek  face,  are  the  names  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  volunteers,  of  four  men  who  were 
in  the  Mexican  War,  of  two  who  were   in   the  Spanish- 


American  War,  and  of  six  who  were  in  the  regular  army, 
making  in  all  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  soldiers  for  Ce- 
dar Creek. 

On  the  west  face  are  the  names  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  volunteers  who  were  in  the  Civil  War,  three  men 
who  were  in  the  Mexican  War.  and  of  one  who  was  in  the 
regular  army,  making  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  for 
West  Creek  township. 

On  the  south  face  of   the   monument   are   eighty-two 
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names,  including  the  names  of  men  now  living  in  these 
townships  or  whose  bodies  are  slumbering  in  these  town- 
ships, but  who  (lid  not  enlist  here,  of  whom  there  are  six- 
ty-five; also  the  names  of  two  soldiers  of  the  Mexican 
War  and  of  fourteen  soldiers  of  the  War  of  1812;  and  th(' 
name  of  one  woman,  a  devoted  nurse  in  hospital  work  in  the 
Union  Army,  who  became  Mrs.  Abbie  Cutler,  the  first 
wife  of  Dr.  A.  S.  Cutler,  her  tombstone  now  standing  in 
the  cemetery  at  Creston.  In  its  notice  of  the  address  of 
Governor  Hanly,  the  Lowell  Tribune  says:  "He  paid  a 
most  beautiful  tribute  to  Mrs.  Abbie  Cutler,  the  nurse  in 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  whose  name  appears  on  the 
monument."  It  may  be  added  here  that  a  fine  laurel 
wreath  was  sent  up  from  Dr.  Cutler  and  his  present  wife, 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Cutler,  now  of  Rockford,  Tennessee,  which 
wreath  was  placed  upon  the  monument  as  their  tribute  of 
loving  remembrance. 

In  all  there  are  on  this  granite  monument,  five  hundred 
and  four  names. 

The  unveiling  was  done  by  the  hands  of  Miss  Rose 
Kimmet,  the  formal  dedication  services  were  conducted 
by  Commander  Lucas. 

So  far  as  the  knowledge  of  the  Historical  Secretar}^ 
extends  this  is  now  the  second  soldiers'  monument  in  the 
eight  counties  of  Nortwestern  Indiana,  the  first  having 
been  erected  several  years  ago  at  Michigan  City. 

17.  ANOTHER  MEMORABLE  EVENT.  On  Sat- 
urday, July  8,  1905,  took  place  at  Hammond,  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  Hammond  Public  Library  Building,  a  cut  of 
which,  if  practicable,  will  be  given.  A  full  programme 
of  exercises  was  arranged  aiid  carried  out,  commencing 
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at  eight  in  the  (.'vcniiig.  The  dedication  address  was  by 
Congressman  ]ulgar  D.  Crunipacker.  Cost  of  the  build- 
ing, A.  Murray  Turner,  Chairman  of  the  Building  Com- 
mittee, was  $25,000.  This  amount  was  given  by  Andrew 
Carnegie.  The  building,  says  the  Hammond  News,  has  a 
capacity  of  50,000  volumes. 

[Through  the  courtesy  of  Editor  H.  H.  Ragon  of  Low- 
ell, I  have  been  enabled  to  present  a  cut  of  the  Soldiers' 
Monument.  1  had  hoped  to  present  a  cut  of  the  Ham- 
mond Library  building,  but  have  been  unable  to  do  so.] 

18.  A  Wedding  Reception.  The  great  social  event  in 
Crown  Point  for  July,  1905,  was  a  reception  given  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Frank  E.  Cooper  of  Grant  street,  in  honor  of 
the  marriage  of  their  son,  Eugene  S.  Cooper,  to  Miss 
Gertrude  Fetterley  of  Hammond,  on  Saturday,  July  8th, 
at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.  About  two  hundred  in- 
vited guests  were  present,  including  tvvo  county  commis- 
sioners, other  public  men,  some  lawyers,  physicians,  and 
a  large  circle  of  family  connections.  Some  were  present 
from  Hammond,  friends  of  the  bride,  and  Crown  Point 
was  well  represented.  Relatives  were  present  from  South 
Chicago,  among  them  Mrs.  Albert  Bacon  and  a  son  and 
daughter. 

19.  Among,  no  doubt  many,  picnic  excursions  of  the 
Sunday  Schools  of  the  county,  the  material  is  at  hand  for 
a  record  of  one.  This  one  is  the  Presbyterian  school  of 
Crown  Point,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  county.  Superin- 
tendent, Otto  J.  Bruce,  P^sq.,  one  among  a  goodly  number 
of  the  Christian  lawyers  of  our  land.  The  place  selected 
was  Cedar  Point  at  our  beautiful  lake.  One  hundred  and 
thirty-one  persons  attended,  two  of  the  large  conveyances 


carrying  eighty-eight,  mostly  children.  The  main  exer- 
cises were  the  dinner,  boat-riding,  (row-boats  and  a  steam- 
er,) and  wading  in  the  water  by  the  little  children.  The 
weather  was  very  pleasant.  The  day  was  Thursday,  July 
13th. 

20.  Several  years  ago  bicycles  or  wheels  came  among 
us  and  have  been  quite  abundantly  used;  but  the  citizens 
are  increasing  in  wealth  and  are  keeping  quite  well  up 
with  the  city  improvements.  So  this  year  we  have  four 
automobiles  in  Crown  Point,  and  probably  some  in  our 
own  cities.  The  largest  and  most  costly  one  in  town  has 
lately  commenced  to  run  over  a  part  of  Indiana  and  a 
part  of  Illinois,  and  is  owned  by  Julian  Youche,  who  no 
longer  rides  as  did  his  grandfather,  Dr.  Higgins,  in  a  two- 
horse  buggy.  We  are  surely  far  out  of  the  pioneer  mode 
of  life.  But  no  two  automobiles  have  yet  come  into  Crown 
Point  that  would  convey  comfortably  to  Cedar  Lake  at 
one  trip  eighty-eight  children. 
21.  The  locusts,  the  variety  that  it  is  said,  comes  every  sev- 
enteen years,  visited  us  this  summer.  The  birds  devoured 
many,  but  the  thousands  of  dead  leaves  on  the  oak  trees 
in  the  woods  west  of  Crown  Point  show  that  many  thous- 
ands did  their  usual  work  upon  the  young  and  tender 
twigs. 

22.  The  stockholders  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Crown  Point  are  erecting  this  summer  a  much  larger  build- 
ing than  their  former  one,  partly  on  the  same  ground  and 
on  the  next  building  lot  south.  It  will  be  certainly  a  large 
bank  building  for  Crown  Point. 

23.  The  city  of  Hammond  is  building,  at  the  same 
time,  a  public  bath-house  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan, 


to  be  44  feet  square,  to  be  made  of  Washington  red  cedar, 
and  to  cost  ;i5i,500.  The  leaders  in  this  movement  are, 
according  to  the  Hammond  News,  R.  H.  McHic,  A.  Mur- 
ray Turner,  W.  H.  Gostlin,  and  J.  VV.  Dyer.  A  well  man- 
aged bath-house  is  a  great  blessing. 

24.  A  railroad  is  in  process  of  construction  this  sum- 
mer from  Indiana  Harbor  southward,  to  cross  Lake  Prai- 
rie and  then  the  Kankakee  Marsh,  passing  on  to  Danville, 
Illinois.  It  must  give  us  thirty-three  miles  more  of  rail- 
road. 

25.  Much  stone  walk  has  been  put  down  in  Crown 
Point  this  summer.  The  most  costly,  and  durable  no 
doubt,  is  on  the  front  and  west  side  of  the  Lutheran 
church  and  parsonage  lots.  On  the  front,  on  North  street, 
the  walk  is  125  feet  from  east  to  west,  5  feet  in  width,  and 
10  feet  by  1 1  feet  in  front  of  the  church  steps.  On  Grant 
street,  the  walk  is  132  feet  from  south  to  north,  and  all 
laid  with  Bedford  stone,  3  inches  in  thickness.  Most  of 
the  new  walks  are  what  are  called  cement  or  concrete 
walks.  They  arc  smooth,  look  well,  are  supposed  to  be 
durable,  and  on  hot,  sunny  days  they  reflect  the  light  and 
heat  intensely. 

THE  DEATH  RECORD. 

26.  Died  October  9,  1904,  at  Lowell,  Leander  Vosburg 
born  June  14,  181 1,  and  therefore  93  years  and  3 
months  of  age.  His  wife,  who  was  also  born  in  l8ll, 
died   in    February,  1904.     They  were   married  in  1840. 

On  Tuesday,  December  13,  of  1904,  was  brought  here 
for  burial  the  body  of  Mrs.  Julia  H.  P\irnald,  a  former 
resident  of  Crown   Point  on  North  street.     Brief  services 


were  held  in  the  cemetery.  Her  thrct  claup^htcrs,  her  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Green  and  two  daui^diters,  and  other  connections 
present. 

Died  in  Crown  Point  on  the  next  day,  December  14th, 
Wednesday  morninj>  at  two  o'clock,  after  a  long  illness, 
Mrs.  Cyrus  Chapman.  She  was  born  near  Aberdeen  in 
Scotland,  July  8,  1826,  came  to  this  country  in  1836,  was 
ijiarried  in  1848,  and  was  for  many  years  a  resident  in  and 
near  Crown  Point.     Age  78. 

Died  at  Hebron,  December  24th,  Eli  Sigler,  86  years  of 
age,  a  member  of  a  Lake  county  pioneer  famil}',  and  the 
last  one  of  the  Sigler  family  of  his  generation. 

Died  at  Lowell,  Friday  night,  January  6,  1905,  Mrs. 
Henry  Belshaw,  80  years  of  age.  She  had  tallen  and  in- 
jured a  hip  joint  about  two  vveeks  before  her  death,  being 
then  in  her  usual  health.  She  was  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Sanger,  Mrs.  Beebe,  Mrs.  Farwell,  Mrs.  Daum,  Mrs.  ¥.. 
W.  Dinwiddie. 

Died  at  Crown  Point,  on  the  next  day,  Saturday,  Janu- 
ary 7th,  about  ten  in  the  evening,  Frank  Lesperance,  a 
resident  of  Crown  Point  for  some  twenty  years,  a  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  a  half  brother  of  John  L.  Dubreil,  a  for- 
mer resident  of  Dyer.     He  ^as  67  years  of  age. 

Died  at  his  home  east  of  the  railroad  in  Crown  Point, 
February  17th,  William  A.  Taylor,  of  the  early  residents 
at  Cedar  Lake,  his  father's  Claim  Register  date  being 
I\Iay  15,  1836.  He  was  the  third  son  of  Adonijah  and 
Lucy  Taylor,  was  born  March  17,  1821,  and  was  nearly  84 
years  of  age. 

Died  at  her  home  in  Crown   Point,  March  4,   1905,  Mrs. 
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Wilkinson,  the  motlur  oi  Mrs.  Henry  Vvy.  She  was  born 
in  Geneva,  New  York,  Auj^iist  30,  i8i<S,  was  married  Oc- 
tober 31.  1843,  and  ^<^''  iH'arly  five  years  had  been  confined 
to  the  house  as  an  invalid  on  account  of  a  fractured  bone. 
She  and  her  husband  had  lived  many  years  in  Crown 
Point.  61  years  and  4  months  they  had  lived  together, 
and  her  life  extended  over  86  years  and  6  months. 

Died  on  Monday,  March  13th,  at  Lowell,  Perry  Jones, 
an  early  settler  north  of  Pleasant  Grove,  over  80  years  of 
age.     He  had  been  an  active  and  a  useful  man. 

OUR  agp:d  marrh^:d  people. 

Last  year  the  oldest  married  people  in  the  county  were: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vosburg  of  Lowell,  married  in  1840;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilkinson  of  Crown  Point,  married  October  31,  1843; 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Clark  of  Crown  Point,  married 
December  7,  1843. 

Now,  March,  1905,  the  record  is:  The  first  two  died  in 
1904,  having  been  married  about  64  years,  and  on  March 
4,  of  this  month  Mrs.  Wilkinson  passed  a>\ay  from  this 
world,  having  been  married  61  years  and  4  months.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clark  alone  remain  as  the  oldest  now  known  in 
the  county. 

This  record  continues:  D.  K.  Burnham  of  Lowell,  died 
March  20th,  at  his  Lowell  home,  74  years  of  age. 

And  on  Friday,  March  31st,  there  died  in  Florida,  Cal- 
vin Manahan,  at  8:30  in  the  morning.  The  body  was  soon 
prepared  for  shipment  and  was  brought  to  Crown  Point 
for  burial,  arriving  on  Sunday,  April  2,  1905.  The  two, 
Mr.  Burnham  and  Mr.  Manahan,  had  been  intimate  asso- 
ciates and  one  in  a  few  days   followed   the  other  into  the 
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unseen  world.  Calvin  Manahan  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  July  4,  1827.  He  was  married  in  1847,  to  Sarah 
Wheeler,  with  whom  he  lived  for  about  fifty-eight  years, 
residing  in  Crown  Point  for  more  than  fifty  years.  Me 
retired  from  business  life,  in  which  he  had  been  a  very 
active  citizen,  about  1875.  He  and  his  wife  were  accus- 
tomed to  spend  their  winters  in  the  South,  but  death  visits 
even  the  lands  of  sunshine  and  of  flowers. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Caswell,  in  youth  Hannah  Mitchell,  was 
born  in  Maine,  April  4,  1808,  was  married  November  I, 
1832,  lived  in  Crown  Point  in  her  son's  family,  for  twenty- 
four  years,  and  died  April  17,  1905,  the  oldest  inhabitant 
of  Crown  Point,  97  years  of  age. 

Died  on  Saturday,  July  22d  Mrs.  Sasse,  widow  of  our 
former  Recording  Secretary.  Henry  Sasse  Jun.  She  was 
born  in  Germany  Sept.  4,  1828,  and  so  was  nearly  77  years 
of  age,  having  been  a  resident  of  this  county  almost  53 
years. 

27.  A  few  words,  surely,  may  fittingly  be  recorded 
here  in  regard  to  the  large  work  of  1904  called  an  "Ency- 
clopedia of  Genealogy  and  Biography  of  Lake  County, 
Indiana,  with  a  Compendium  of  History,  1834-1904," 
issued  by  the  Lewis  Publishing  Company  of  Chicago  and 
New  York.  The  name  "Ball"  is  on  the  back,  and  the 
title  page  says  "Rev.  T.  H.  Ball  of  Crown  Point,  Editor- 
in-Chief,"  and  these  two  circumstances  or  facts  seem  to 
h.ive  led  some  to  think  that  I  was  the  real  publisher,  or 
at  least  was  responsible  for  the  price  of  the  book  and  had 
a  financial  interest  in  its  sale.  And  so  I  think  it  only 
justice  to  myself  to  state  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
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the  origin  or  puhlishinjr  of  the  work  or  with  the  price  of 
the  book.  I  made  editorial  contributions  to  the  book, 
was  the  author  of  the  first  167  pages,  and  contributed  also 
the  manuscript  for  13  other  pages,  making  in  all  180 
pages,  or  some  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  whole  work, 
as  my  portion  of  the  writing.  The  Lewis  Publishing  Com- 
pany treated  me  handsomely,  paid  me  promptly  for  my 
writing,  and  gave  me  three  copies  of  the  book,  one  of 
which  was  for  the  *'Lake  County  Miscellany."  Whatever 
some  of  our  citizens  may  think  of  the  price  put  upon  the 
work  by  the  publishers,  any  one  can  see  that  it  is  a  costly 
book.     Copies  of  it,  I  hope,  may  long  live  in  Lake  county. 


Some  Weather  Records:  November  ig,  1904.  Very 
pleasant  weather.  Mild,  very  little  rain.  Indian  summer 
without  smoke.  Yesterday  like  warm  October.  The 
corn  crop  quite  good.  November  22.  Another  pleasant 
autumn  day,  bright  with  sunshine.  Dandelions  still  in 
blossom. 

December  I.  Pleasant.  2.  First  snow  fell.  11.  Sec- 
ond snow  fall.  15.  Zero  in  the  morning.  23.  Spring- 
like again.  Rain  in  the  night.  24.  Fourth  snow  fall. 
17.  Ground  bare.  In  the  night  fifth  snow  fall.  31. 
Ground  again  bare.  A  sunny  and  delightful  day.  In  the 
afternoon  mercury  marked  48  degrees. 

New  Year's  morning  of  1905,  pleasant.  January  2. 
Sixth  snow  fall.  3,  Seventh.  4,  Eighth.  6,  Ninth.  9, 
Tenth.  11,  P^leventh  snowfall.  January  10,  8  degrees 
below  zero.  13.  Twelfth  snow  fall,  light.  14.  6  below 
zero.  January  18.  Sleighing  quite  good.  Some  thick 
ice  put    up.     21.      Mild,   springlike   weather,     Sleighing 
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poor.  Thirteenth  snow  fall,  but  li<4ht.  23.  Fourteenth 
snow.  24.  Fifteenth.  At  ni<rht  zero.  25.  Sixteenth 
snow,  quite  he.ny.     31.     Seventeenth. 

February  2.  \6  degrees  below  zero.  At  nqon  zero. 
Bright  sunshine,  little  or  no  wind.  A  cold  day.  3.  6  be- 
low zero.  5.  Eighteen  below.  February  7.  Morning 
cloudy.  Soon  the  sun  appeared  and  quite  a  large  spot 
was  seen  on  it  by  observers  in  Crown  Point  who  used 
smoked  glass.  The  spot  was  said  to  extend  over  the  sun 
30,000  miles.  February  8.  Nineteenth  snow  fall.  Snow 
now  a  foot  or  more  in  depth.  11.  Twentieth  snow  in  the 
night.  14.  Twenty-first.  A  drifting  snow.  16.  Sunshine, 
then  clouds,  ly.  Twenty-second  snow.  23.  Thawing 
all  night.     24,     Twenty-third  snow  fall. 

March  8.  Ground  quite  bare  except  the  drifts.  Sleigh- 
ing till  March.  March  12.  Twenty-fourth  snow  fall.  14. 
Twenty-fifth  snow,  6  or  7  inches  deep.  Yesterday  bare 
ground,  except  the  old  drifts;  to-day  sleighing.  Snow 
soon  disappeared.  March  31.  At  noon  72  degrees.  Wind 
changed  to  the  north  and  mercury  by  6  o'clock  was  42 
degrees.  The  wind  felt  icy. 

April  5.  Twenty-sixth  snow  fall.  6.  About  one  inch 
of  snow  in  the  morning.  In  the  afternoon  some  gardens 
were  plowed.  At  night  twenty-seventh  snow.  13.  Twen- 
ty-eighth at  night.  15.  Twenty-ninth.  16.  Thirtieth 
snow  fall.  Light,  soon  melting,  but  more  than  what  is 
called  "a  squall."  Before  April  closed  wild  flowers  were 
in  the  woods  and  strawberries  were  in  blossom. 

In  April  some  heavy  rain. 

In  May  some   storms.      May  4,  afternoon,  mercury  84 
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degrees,  between  4  and  5:30  a  thunder  storm  at  Crown 
Point,  but  not  much  rain,  at  Hammond  wind  and  severe 
hail  storm,  and  at  Shelby  called  "a  terrific  wind  and  rain 
storm."  At  4:10,  the  large  hay  barn  of  John  E.  Caster 
''was  blown  fift5^  feet  and  entirely  demolished,"  says  the 
Kankakee  Valley  Review.  May  1 1.  Heavy  rain  fall.  In 
the  latter  part  of  May  a  heavy  honey  dew  on  the  maple 
leaves.  The  moisture  dripped  upon  the  sidewalks  under 
some  of  the  trees  like  a  rain-shower.  Ripe  strawberries 
quite  abundant  at  Hobart  May  28. 

June  5.  The  night  before  hot.  Mercury  in  the  morn- 
ing 70.  A  very  hot  day  followed.  Mercury  88  and  90 
degrees.  June  17.  The  record  says,  "Now  very  hot  days, 
mercury  80  and  more  in  the  days."  Afternoon  90  de- 
grees. At  5  o'clock  a  dark  cloud  came  down  from  the 
north  and  for  about  a  half  hour  a  heavy  rainfall  came 
upon  Crown  Point,  with  sharp  lightning  and  crashing 
thunder.  Inside  of  rooms  it  was  very  dark.  It  was  the 
anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  in  1775.  June 
18.  Hot.  June  22.  Overcoats  desirable  if  riding  north- 
ward.    P'ire  in  sitting   rooms   pleasant.     24.     Again  hot. 

The  first  part  of  July  wet.  Small  fruits  this  summer 
abundant.  Hay  and  grain  crops  suffering  from  so  much 
rain.  We  are  very  dependent  on  the  weather,  and  over 
that  man  has  no  control  In  the  middle  of  July  very  hot 
days  and  hot  nights.  88  and  90  degrees  of  heat.  Weather 
becoming  dry. 
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HISTORICAL  PAPERS. 

A  Paprr  read  by  Mrs.  M.  J.  Cutler,  (in  1848  Mary  Jane 
Ball),  at  the  29th  anniversary  of  the  Association,  Auj^misI 
24,  1904.  The  names  given  are  not  real;  the  incidents  are 
real,  not  fiction. 

The  Fourth  of  July  in  the  West  in  1848. 
Cannons,  anvils,  bells,  fire-crackers  and  shouts,  usher  in 
each  Fourth  of  July  as  the  years  bring  it  around,  but  fifty- 
six  years  ago,  less  than  a  hundred  miles  from  Chicago,  the 
great  sun  looked  over  the  tree-tops  of  Indiana  forests  to 
say  "Good  morning"  to  the  prairies  of  Illinois,  and  found 
no  outward  suggestion  of  National  anniversary  or  martial 
glory. 

No  cannon's  roar  had  ever  been  heard,  no  guns  aroused 
the  midnight  sleepers,  or  welcomed  the  sunrise  of  the 
eventful  day.  no  loads  of  celebrants  went  to  a  patriotic 
gathering,  with  their  dinners  and  shouts  and  noise,  no 
drum  and  fife  kept  time  to  soldiers*  tread,  or  bugle  notes 
"set  the  wild  echoes  flying." 

But  a  quiet,  isolated  home,  nestled  among  the  great 
trees  that  bordered  the  prairies,  felt  the  throb  of  patriotic 
life  that  from  Plymouth  Rock  was  beating  westward,  and 
the  early  dawn  of  July  4th,  1848,  found  a  family  all  astir 
and  enthusiastic.  For  some  days  before,  each  one,  even 
to  the  youngest,  had  received  a  card  like  this  which  lies 
before  me  now: 

Miss  Merle  J.  Vale  is  invited  to  partake  of 
a  choice  dinner  with  her  Parents,  Brothers, 
and  Sisters,  in  the  green  yard,  Tuesday,  July 
4th,  1848,  at  3  o'clock  F,  M,  A.  H.  Vale. 
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Oh,  the  delight  of  that  first  imitation!  For  fifty  years 
ago,  to  be  a  thousand  miles  west  of  Boston,  meant  almost 
out  of  the  world,  and  for  a  New  England  family  to  find 
their  permanent  home  apart  from  kindred  and  friends  in 
the  far,  far  West,  meant  privation  of  all  social  life  and 
customs.  So  that  first  invitation  opened  a  new  world  to 
the  imagination  of  the  children,  whose  parents  for  more 
than  ten  years  had  lived  in  this  delightful  home  on  the 
borders  of  civilization. 

"Shall  we  ever  hear  a  cannon,   do  you  suppose?"  was 
anxiously  asked  by  more  than  one  of  the  youthful  group. 
"Undoubtedly  you  will  many   a  time,"   was   the  reply, 
"but  I  hope  never  again  in  National  warfare.  ' 

Alas!  alas!  only  a  few  short  years,  and  shot  and  shell 
and  cannons*  roa<-  are  heard  from  Ft.  Sumpter  through 
the  land,  and  the  brightest  and  sunniest  of  that  group 
sleeps  under  the  flag. 

But  the  morning  of  that  eventful  day  was  ushered  in 
with  music  no  longer  heard,  for  no  cannon's  roar  ever 
sounded  the  jubilant  notes  of  rejoicing,  like  the  multitude 
of  spring  and  summer  birds  that  from  woodland,  prairie, 
and  lake,  united  their  voices  on  that  glorious  Fourth. 
Robins  and  thrushes  and  blue-birds,  cat-birds  and  larks, 
by  the  hundreds,  filled  the  air  with  their  songs,  and  the 
quails  from  every  bush  and  grassy  hiding  place  called  out 
their  "Bob  White."  These  were  doubtless  from  the  nest 
in  a  hazel  thicket  just  across  the  ravine,  where  weeks  before  * 
little  Edward  had  discovered,  carefully  concealed  among 
the  grass  and  bushes,  a   nest  of  thirty-three   quail's  eggs 

and  kept  the  knowledge  as  carefully  to   himself   till   they 
were  hatched  and  gone,     And  the  prairie  ghickens,  seem- 
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injjly  belated  from   the   sprinj^Minie,   made   their   nu)rMin<r 
salute  to  the  sunrise  with  their  continuous  booniiiif^^ 

A  (lelightfur  shower  the  day  prex'ious  had  cooled  the 
air,  and  washed  the  dust  from  (,n-ass  and  folia«4-e.  The 
loveliest  of  blue  skies  and  a  soft  breeze  made  the  "green 
yard,"  with  its  great  oak  trees  and  thick  grass,  the  perfec- 
tion of  a  dining  room,  where  scarce  a  fleck  of  sunlight  was 
visible  on  the  long  table.  Some  neighboring  families  a 
few  miles  north  and  east  had  been  invited,  making  about 
thirty  in  all. 

Wild  enthusiasm  prevailed  among  the  children  while 
setting  the  table,  for  no  feast  had  been  prepared  within 
their  remembrance,  to  bring  into  use  all  the  sets  of  dishes 
stored  away  in  a  cupboard  and  seldom  used,  and  all 
brought  from  the  East  a  dozen  years  before,  and  conse- 
quently much  superior  to  anything  of  newer  date,  or  even 
from  Chicago's  great  stores. 

"O  see,  isn't  this  just  lovely?"  said  Merle,  as  she  pre- 
pared the  large  dinner  plates  of  light  blue,  with  honey- 
suckle vines  and  flowers  delicately  traced, 

"Yes,  but  what  can  this  represent?"  said  Gertie.  "Evi- 
dently some  story  is  on  these  dark  blue  ones  of  grandma's. 
Here  is  a  castle  and  mountains  and  trees,  a  stream  and 
bridge,  and  these  two  young  folks  must  be  running  away, 
and  that  old  man  is  pursuing  them.  Suppose  we  lay  them 
where  her  table-cloth  is  with  Tam  O'Shanter  on  it.  See, 
he  is  just  to  the  bridge,  and  one  witch  with  her  broom  has 
caught  hold  of  the  horse's  tail,  another  is  following  flour- 
ishing her  broom,  and  another  is  riding  her's."  So  the 
peculiar  table-cloth  and  dishes  were  placed  together. 
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Then  a  set  of  llj^ht  brown  were  of  beautiful  clesi<^n,\vith 
the  bif;  platters  and  lovely  tureens,  and  the  dessert  j)lates 
of  light  blue  with  scalloped  edges,  and  the  white  china 
with  gold  band,  and  ihe  cut-glass  tumblers  of  different 
sizes — no  wonder  the    little   children  were  all  excitement! 

The  facilities  for  preparing  a  feast  in  that  western  home 
were  wonderful.  Two  large  old-fashioned  fire-places, 
cheerful  in  the  winter  with  crackling,  blazing  logs,  could 
roast  and  broil;  and  a  rotary  stove,  bought  at  Detroit 
when  moving  west,  had  a  capacious  tin  oven  of  three 
pieces  which  was  put  on  top  of  the  stove,  and  six  or  seven 
loaves  of  bread,  or  a  cake  two  feet  across,  could  be  beau- 
tifully baked;  the  whole  top  of  the  stove  turning  with  a 
crank  and  bringing  any  part  over  the  fire. 

The  table  was  loaded  with  all  the  good  things  attain- 
able in  a  new  country,  and  delicacies  which  money  cannot 
now  procure.  Rock  bass  from  the  lovely  little  lake  were 
browned  to  perfection.  A  whole  roast  pig  in  the  center 
of  the  table,  with  wild  plums  for  eyes  and  a  nubbin  of 
corn  in  its  mouth,  looked  prepared  for  mortal  combat, 
and  was  flanked  on  either  side  by  prairie  chickens  fat  and 
juicy,  roast  venison,  wild  ducks,  steaks  from  the  sand-hill 
crane,  and  a  huge  chicken  pie,  delicious  as  n.o  other  ever 
has  been.  Lemons  were  not  to  be  had,  and  ice  was  un- 
known, but  currants  in  abundance,  and  cold  water  from 
the  new  well,  made  curranta'de  a  luxury  beyond  compare. 

After  dinner  were  toasts  led  by  Mr.  Vale,  and  partici- 
pated in  by  some  of  the  guests  and  the  two  older  sons, 
one  of  whom  in  response  to  *'Our  Illustrious  Orators," 
^aid  in  part: 


—94— 

"In  every  city  and  town  in  our  broad  country  to-day, 
have  the  best  speakers  and  greatest  minds  <^iven  their  no- 
blest thoughts  for  our  country's  welfare,  and  we  will  look 
forward  with  eagerness  to  receive  ten  days  hence,  here  in 
our  western  home,  the  'Springfield  Republican,'  and  other 
eastern  papers,  which  will  undoubtedly  publish  many  of 
the  finest  orations  given  in  New  England,  which  we  will 
read  with  intense  interest,  especially  Webster's." 

Said  Mrs.  Patton  to  Mr.  Vale:  "Your  son  spoke  of  get- 
ting the  papers  in  ten  days.  Have  you  ever  had  your 
mail  as  soon  as  that?" 

"Yes,  our  last  letters  were  ten  duys  from  New  York. 
I  think  the  government  has  established  a  new  distributing 
ofifice  which  shortens  the  route.  Still  I  do  not  thiivk  we 
will  get  the  papers  before  Tuesday's  mail  two  weeks  from 
now,  as  they  will  not  be  printed  in  time  to  be  sent  out  for 
Saturday.  Since  the  postage  has  been  reduced  to  ten 
cents,  we  feel  like  writing  quite  often." 

'*So  do  we.  The  girls  wrote  to  all  our  friends  immedi- 
ately, and  were  very  enthusiastic  over  it.  We  do  not  seem 
so  far  away  when  we  hear  frequently,  and  know  what  our 
friends  were  doing  ten  days  ago.  The  thousand  miles 
that  took  us  weeks  to  travel  over  when  we  moved  here, 
seem  shorter  than  they  used  to  seem." 

**lndeed  they  do.  Even  in  '38  when  our  friends  came 
out,  it  took  them  nineteen  days  from  New  York  City." 

As  the  perfect  day  drew  to  a  close,  the  night-hawks 
swooped  down  with  a  loud  whirr  for  their  prey,  the  mourn- 
ing doves  answered  each  other  from  a  distance,  and  the 
whip  poor-wills  plaintively  called  from  many  a  tree  and 
stump.     The  frogs  by  the  thousand  in  the  lake  gave  an 
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orchestral  performance  of  enormous  strength  and  power, 
and  from  the  reeds  and  sedge  at  the  foot  of  the  lake,  came 
the  booming  of  the  bitterns  in  their  sad  and  lonely  cries. 

As  darkness  deepened  one  and  another  of  the  little  folks 
began  to  inquire:  "Isn't  it  most  time  for  the  fire-crack- 
ers?" and  when  the  long-desired  answer  was  given,  then 
began  the  exuberant  wonder  and  delight  of  those  who 
had  never  seen  the  sparks  of  patriotism  on  the  glorious 
Fourth,  and  as  Roman  candles  and  wheels  and  all  kinds 
of  fire-works  then  obtainable  in  Chicago,  were  fired  from 
the  post  by  the  garden  gate,  each  was  a  signal  for  louder 
shouts  and  greater  praise. 

O,  that  lovely  green  yard!  A  half  century  has  robbed 
it  of  all  of  its  beauty.  Of  the  eighteen  magnificent  old 
oak  trees  that  surrounded  the  house,  some  spreading  their 
great  sheltering  arms  over  its  roof,  but  five  remain. 

The  birds  have  mostly  gone,  the  quails  and  prairie 
chickens  have  gone,  the  swan  and  the  pelican,  the  deer 
and  the  sand-hill  crane  disappeared  years  ago  from  their 
favorite  haunts,  the  squirrels  are  no  more  chattering  in 
the  woods,  the  buffalo  wallows  have  all  been  plowed  over^ 
and  the  Indian  trails  have  not  been  recognized  for  fifty 
years. 
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HISTORY  OF  WEST  CRKEK  TOWNSHIP. 

As  our  Association  is  interested  in  encoura^iii}:^  younj^ 
writers  of  history  in  our  county,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  in- 
sert here  one  of  those  townthip  histories  referred  to  on 
page  57.  I  hope  some  others  may  yet  come  into  my 
hands. 

West  Creek  township  is  in  the  southwest  part  of  Lake 
county,  its  average  size  being  twelve  miles  long  and  five 
miles  wide.  It  was  divided  from  South  township  and 
made  a  separate  township  in  1839,  and  its  name  was  taken 
from  the  creek  which  flows  through  it,  being  called  West 
Creek  because  it  is  the  farthest  west  of  the  three  creeks 
flowing  through  the  south  part  of  Lake  county. 

There  was  much  more  prairie  than  timber.  The  timber 
lands  were  found  along  West  Creek  and  south  of  the  State 
road,  while  north  of  this  road  and  extending  beyond  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  township  the  land  was  one  large 
prairie,  known  as  Lake  Prairie.  The  first  settlers  did  not 
make  any  roads,  but  went  anywhere  through  the  prairie 
and  timber  lands. 

The  wild  animals  were  very  numerous,  there  being 
deer,  wolves,  rattlesnakes  and  other  reptiles,  and  many 
other  small  fur-bearing  animals.  The  deer  were  easily 
killed,  Robert  Wilkinson  going  out  one  morning  and  kill- 
ing ten. 

There  were  a  few  Indians,  the  Pottawatomies,  in  the 
township.  A  treaty  with  them  was  made  in  1832,  and 
when  the  first  settlers  came  there  were  not  many  left. 

Some  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  township  were:  Rob- 
ert Wilkinson,  1835;  John  Kitchel,  1836,  G.  L.  Foster, 
1836,  Reuben  Chapman,  1836;  Nehemiah  Hayden,  1837; 
H.  M.  Spaulding,  1838,  Bt^thud   Hathaway,  1838;    WeN 
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lington  A.  Clark,  1839,  P^^^er  D.  Hathaway,  1839,  all  of 
whom  settled  near  West  Creek.  Also  William  Sanders, 
1841,  and  David  Pulver,  1842,  who  settled  near  the  San- 
ders* cemetery.  Their  first  occupation  was  hunting  and 
trapping,  but  they  soon  t'lrned  their  attention  to  farm- 
ing, having  to  go  as  far  as  Chicago  for  their  supplies.  In 
the  northwest  part  of  the  township  were  Charles  Marvin, 
1836;  the  Fullers,  1849,  ^"<J  Knisleys,  1852.  In  the  north- 
east part  were  the  Taylors  and  Palmers.  In  the  east 
and  central  parts  were  John  Wheeler,  a  surveyor,  1847; 
Brannons,  1844,  Burhans,  1853,  and  Belshaws,  1842, 
Later,  in  1856  and  '57  a  number  of  families  from  New 
Hampshire  settled  on  Lake  Prairie,  among  whom  were 
the  Little's,  Ames',  Wason's,  Gerrish'es,  Morey's,  and 
Plummer's. 

Methodist  services  were  held  as  early  as  i840in  private 
houses,  and  the  first  church,  a  frame,  was  built  in  1844,  a 
little  north  of  the  State  road  and  east  of  the  creek.  This 
church  stood  until  1869,  when  it  was  replaced  by  a  new 
one.  Among  the  first  members  of  this  church  were:  John 
Kitchel  and  wife,  Silas  Hathaway  and  wife,  Peter  D. 
Hathaway  and  wife,  Mrs.  Nehemiah  Hayden,  and  Mrs. 
Spaulding.  The  second  church  was  built  by  the  German 
Methodists  in  the  northern  part  of  the  township  in  1855. 
In  1857  Lake  Prairie  Presbyterian  church  was  organized 
by  the  people  of  the  New  Hampshire  settlement  with 
Rev.  H.  Wason  for  pastor.  Their  church  was  not  built 
until  several  years  later.  In  1895  ^  Christian  church  was 
built  near  the  Sander's  burial  ground. 

The  first  school  house  was  built  of  logs  in  1838,  near 
Torrey  bridge,  by  the  people  who  lived  near  there.  There 


were  benches  for  the  children  to  sit  on  and  a  long  board 
in  front  for  them  to  write  on.  This  school  house  stood 
for  ten  years  and  then  the  school  was  held  in  private 
houses.  The  first  teachers  received  one  dollar  per  week 
and  had  to  board  around  with  the  patrons  of  the  school. 
The  second  school  house  was  built  in  the  Clark  grove, 
northwest  from  the  place  where  the  present  West  Creek 
school  house  stands. 

The  first  bridge  over  West  Creek  was  built  by  N.  Hay- 
den  at  a  cost  of  $400,  and  was  west  from  the  place  where 
the  Lake  Prairie  church  now  stands.  It  was  called  Torrey 
bridge,  the  name  being  that  of  the  man  who  lived  near 
the  bridge.  At  that  time  there  were  only  two  or  three 
little  travelled  roads,  but  new  ones  have  been  built  as  they 
were  needed,  and  at  the  present  time  there  are  roads  in 
all  parts  of  the  township. 

When  the  early  settlers  came,  the  southern  part  of  the 
township,  a  strip  of  land  four  or  five  miles  in  width  and 
extending  across  the  township  north  of  the  Kankakee 
River,  was  all  swamp.  There  were  no  roads  across  this 
land  and  it  could  be  crossed  only  in  very  dry  weather,  or 
in  the  winter  when  the  ground  was  frozen.  Much  hunt- 
ing and  trapping  were  done  on  this  marsh,  and  the  farm- 
ers from  the  praire  got  nearly  all  their  wood  from  this 
place,  hauling  it  when  the  ground  was  frozen.  About  1868 
a  road  was  built  running  from  east  to  west  on  a  ridge  just 
north  of  the  river,  an*d  about  ten  years  later  another  road 
was  built,  running  north  and  south  and  connecting  the 
first  with  the  road  on  the  higher  land.  Now  there  are 
many  roads  crossing  the  marsh;  ditches  have  been  dug, 
and  land  drained  generally  so  that  most  of  it  can  be  cul- 


tivatcd,  and,  especially  in  dry  years,  big  crops  of  corn  are 
raised. 

Hiram  Wason,  Samuel  Ames,  and  Joseph  'Little  have 
been  representatives  in  the  State  Legislature. 

At  the  present  time  West  Creek  is  one  of  the  best  town- 
ships in  the  county,  farming  being  the  only  occupation. 
All  parts  are  quite  thickly  settled,  the  northwestern  part 
being  occupied  chiefly  by  Germans.  Excepting  for  a 
year  or  two  there  neve'  'las  been  a  saloon  in  the  town- 
ship. Ethel  M.  Hathaway 

August,  1904. 
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